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In 1996 the City of Goodview received a very generous gift when the Interstate Ventures III Company deeded a 66-acre lake and 25 adjacent acres to the City.  The company requested the land be developed into a public park and that the park be named in memory of Michael LaCanne, brother of one of the company founders.


A committee of Goodview residents and city employees was established to develop a plan for the Michael LaCanne Memorial Park.  It was the intent of the committee to develop a plan, which would maximize recreational use of the lake and provide additional recreational and outdoor learning resources to the Goodview/Winona Area community.  The Goodview City Council approved the plan and city staff applied for government grants to fund the project.


The grant application did not qualify for support, but the community leaders remained committed to developing the park.  With all the necessary permits for the land development secured from the DNR and the Corp of Engineers, the project moved forward with the city spending approximately $60,000 for initial site development.  An additional $73,000 is budgeted to be sent this year to continue site development by filling part of an 8.6-acre in the park.


The plan for the park area includes the following improvements for use by Goodview/Winona Area citizens of all ages:


(  Bike path/walking trail around the perimeter of the park; eventually


   connecting with other nearby trails


(  Three soccer fields for community use

 
(  A swimming beach for safe swimming in the lake


(  Two fishing piers for anglers


(  Playground equipment for children


(  Picnic shelter and restrooms for families and community groups


(  A nature walk including a 500-foot bridge spanning a natural marsh


   area


(  Boat landing offering easy access to the 66-acre lake


(  Convenient parking for 130 cars providing easy access to park patrons


The Michael LaCanne Memorial Park will provide many benefits for the Winona/Goodview area.  Presently, the lake is nearly inaccessible for most people.  In addition to great recreational uses, development of the park will make exciting and dynamic outdoor learning opportunities available for learners of all ages, pre-school through seniors.  The extensive natural wetland area, 3-acre fish spawning area in a shallow marsh and the lake will provide a unique setting for life long learning, understanding and appreciation of nature.


The three soccer fields will provide additional playing fields for a sport that is rapidly growing in popularity in Goodview and Winona.  The bike path/walking trail is designed to eventually be linked to the Winona bike trail system.


As it improves our quality of life, the park becomes a growing asset to community business and industry.  The park will be another resource to enhance the Winona/Goodview area as a great place to live.  This, in turn, will attract businesses and industry, the park can be showcased as a wonderful recreational and learning resource.  The park will also communicate to prospective businesses that the good people who live here are actively investing in projects to improve the community.


Goodview has a strong tradition of undertaking and accomplishing visionary projects.  Goodview Days, Memorial Park and purchasing new fire trucks are some of the ways that real community spirit is expressed.  The Michael LaCanne Memorial Park would be another extraordinary project the community does to improve itself.


The completed project is estimated to cost $1.6 million.  The city has invested $200,000 in the project.  If it is to be completed, private voluntary support will be needed.  When completed, the city will fully maintain the park through its annual parks and recreation budget.


The private portion of the financing would be accomplished through a capital campaign that would solicit gifts and three to five year pledges from area individuals, businesses and grant-making organizations.  It is expected that fundraising would be completed by September of 2000.  Park development would begin that fall and be completed in phases over a three to four year period.


This study is designed to determine whether, and at what level, such a campaign would be supported by individuals, business and grant-making organizations in the area.

