Goodview City Council

Special Informational Meeting

Goodview Elementary School

January 30, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 6:30 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Present:  Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Mike Alexander, 

and Charlie Andring was present. Councilmember Sandy Erdman was absent.

Also present were City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Yaggy Colby Engineers Ms. Christina Peterson and Mr. Bryan Holtz, Winona County Highway Engineer Mr. David Kramer, Goodview Elementary Principal Ms. Marianne Texley and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

Mayor Baumgart welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief overview of Safe Routes to School time line to date:
- June 2011: the City of Goodview applied for the grant.
- August 2011: the City was awarded the grant for a total amount of $282,690.
- October 2011: An informational meeting was held at Goodview Elementary
   School to inform the general public of the grant and to present at least an initial
   description of what was approved in the grant application. 
- Early December 2011: The City Council voted 3-2 to accept the grant.
- Later December 2011:  The City Council agreed to request the engineers look at
   all possible options along the approved route before coming back to the City
   with their recommended design.
- November 2012: The City Council voted 4-1 to accept the proposal from Yaggy
   Colby Associates to do the preliminary engineering. 

Yaggy Colby Engineer Mr. Bryan Holtz presented what they feel is the best option for the project.  He clarified this option was chosen after considering the pros and cons of all possible options along the approved route. Basically, the sidewalks will go on the west side of 44th Avenue from 6th Street to 8th Street, then on the south side from 44th Avenue to 51st Avenue, then once again on the west side of 51st Avenue from 8th Street to 7th Place.  The estimated start date for construction will be in May of this year.
After the presentation, 15 residents who were in attendance spoke out against the project. (Note: no one in attendance spoke in favor of the project.)  What follows are some of the reasons they presented on why they do not want the project to go forward:

They do not want to shovel sidewalks.
There are virtually no children walking to school now.  Times have changed from
   when their children attended elementary school.
They do not think school children will use the sidewalks.
They do not want to lose parking in front of their houses.
They are afraid the money will not be available.
Councilmember Alexander addressed the audience giving his view on the purpose of the grant, which is to promote physical activity for children.  He stated he still believes in the concept of the grant itself, and the design the engineer’s put forward.
Winona County Highway Engineer Mr. David Kramer offered his perspective, beginning by assuring the audience that the funds for this project are there and are ready for the project. He admitted that it is natural for people to resist something that will have an impact on them and acknowledged that this is a difficult decision. He reminded those in attendance that the Council represents all the people of Goodview and that they need to make the best decision for the city as a whole, keeping in mind where the city wants to go one, five, and 50 years down the road.

Mayor Baumgart thanked everyone for attending and voicing their opinions.  He then adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.
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