City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

January 7, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator, Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, Maintenance I Worker Aaron Lofgren, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Mr. Steve Baumgart took the Oath of Office and was sworn in as Mayor. Ms. Sandy Erdman and Mr. Charlie Andring took the Oath of Office and were sworn in as Councilmembers.

Consent Agenda:  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the December 17, 2012 regular City Council meeting.  During discussion, Councilmember Ledebuhr noted a discrepancy in the minutes concerning the public hearing for the purpose to consider an application for a 10 foot variance in the front yard setback requirement for the properties located at 335 Connie Drive and 385 Connie Drive for the construction of residential homes in the Country Meadows subdivision. He pointed out a difference in reports related to the timing of when the developer knew there was an issue with the pouring of the footings. All voted aye and the motion to approve the consent agenda was carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr shared that he has received positive feedback from people in the community regarding the Water Service Line Protection Program. Councilmember Erdman said she checked with her homeowner’s insurance company and was told the water line is not covered from the house to the street, and she feels more confident this protection program is a good option. She also informed the Council she received a complaint about train engines idling through the night in her neighborhood, and the annoyance the noise and vibration causes. She spoke with Police Chief Russell about the possibility of moving the trains behind Winona Lighting to buffer the sound. Chief Russell is following up on this. Councilmember Erdman also shared the mission of the Goodview Business Association (GBA), of which she is President of, expressing their desire to promote, assist, and support businesses in the City of Goodview, and said she will be writing the history of the GBA for one of her upcoming articles for the Post Bulletin. Councilmember Andring shared he met with Police Chief Russell with regards to updating the City’s Emergency Management Plan originally adopted in 1976.

Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator, Dan Matejka started with Administrative Reports. On Friday, 1/11/13, he and the Director of Public Works will be meeting with Xcel Energy regarding the Compressed Natural Gas line recently installed to serve the Kwik Trip store in Minnesota City. Xcel Energy needs an additional gas line to get more volume out to the store. They would like to run the line north on the west side of 44th Avenue from Service Drive, so they want to discuss the possibility of obtaining an easement from the City for construction in Memorial Park. Mr. Matejka reported the City auditors will be doing their one-day in-house work on Monday, 1/14/13, and the Administrative office staff is preparing for the actual audit currently scheduled for the week of April 29th. With regards to the Water Service Line Protection Program, he indicated that so far the City has received 80 responses from residents who want to participate in the program. Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart, reported on progress at The Bar. They are waiting for a few small parts for the bathroom partitions, and then it will be complete. Police Chief Russell followed up regarding the train issue, including complaints he has received near the Lake Village area. This has been a concern for many years. He was told that because of union rules, when their work time is up, they stop the train wherever it is at, regardless of where that might be. He said he will continue to work on this issue. Fire Chief Todd Ives expressed his opinion regarding extending utilities to the 63rd Avenue and 5th Street areas, wondering if the money might be put to better use elsewhere (i.e. ladder truck, full time officer, vehicle maintenance). The monthly building permit report for December, 2012 was noted.
Notices and Communications included a letter from Charter Communications regarding changes they are making, and the Maintenance Department’s on-call schedule for January, 2013. 
Under Unfinished Business; discussion continued regarding the possibility of extending city utilities to the 63rd Avenue and 5th Street areas. The City is at a point where they need to consider the pros and cons of the project and decide what to do. The City Administrator reminded the Council that they have heard from only one property owner who needs this in order to sell his house, with a slim majority of the property owners not wanting the project. It would be about a $1.5 million project, with approximately $600,000 of that cost being incurred by the City per the City’s current assessment policy. Councilmember Ledebuhr, who requested that this be on the agenda, would like to make a decision soon so as not to leave the property owners wondering what is happening. The City Administrator will bring specific costs to the February 11th council meeting. In the meantime, the Director of Public Works will meet with Councilmember Andring to bring him up to speed on the project. 

Under New Business:
a) Mayoral appointments for 2013. The City Administrator went through the changes he and Mayor Baumgart made to the list from 2012. Councilmember Alexander agreed to take the Garvin Brook Water Shed assignment. Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve the 2013 Committee Assignments and Council Liaisons as presented.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

b) Safe Routes to Schools Grant update. On Thursday, 1/10/13, there will be a meeting with the project engineers to discuss their recommended design of the project. Councilmembers Ledebuhr and Andring expressed their interest in attending the meeting. And, on Wednesday, 1/30/13, there will be an informational meeting at 6:30 p.m. with the affected property owners.  The location of the meeting has yet to be determined. 

Under Other; the City Administrator informed the Council that the SE MN League of Municipalities annual membership meeting will be held on Tuesday, 1/29/13, in Rochester. Councilmember Alexander, who is on the High Speed Rail Commission, said that he attended a meeting in Red Wing, MN, on 1/3/13. Mr. Alexander said they have chosen the corridor and are currently working on upgrading the railroad crossings in La Crosse, WI, to prepare for the high speed rail. 

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:40 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, January 28, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

