City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

October 15, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Acting Mayor Steve Baumgart, Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr 




seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  The 

agenda included the minutes of the October 1, 2012 regular city council meeting and the October 9, 2012 special city council meeting. All voted aye and the motion carried.

During community comment or input, City Administrator, Dan Matejka introduced Ms. Jen Laturno, the potential new tenant of The Bar. Ms. Laturno is finishing up insurance requirements and then will sign the lease, both of which are necessary steps for the approval of the liquor licenses. Ms. Laturno expressed her desire to open as soon as possible. Councilmember Alexander asked why Ms. Laturno’s “silent partner” is remaining anonymous. Ms. Laturno explained that the friend who loaned her money asked to remain anonymous. The City Administrator said the lease itself is between the City and Ms. Laturno. Her funding source is not connected with the lease in any way, and has no legal claim to The Bar. 
Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr expressed his thanks to Maintenance II Worker  Dave Schultz for his hard work on remodeling The Bar and shared that he received compliments on the street sweeping. Acting Mayor Baumgart also thanked Dave Schultz for street sweeping.
Acting Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular city council meeting and opened the public hearing for the purpose of considering an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the property located at 6305 Fifth Street to be used for a mechanical repair facility in an M-1 Light Manufacturing zone. Mr. Con Scherbring, the owner of the property, explained the property is vacant and there are people interested in renting it. He is requesting the conditional use permit, to make the property more attractive to potential renters who may want to use it for a mechanical repair shop. 

Director of Public Works Greg Volkart was asked if he had any issues with the request, of which he replied no.  In fact, he said the building in question was a mechanic shop at one time in the past. City Administrator, Dan Matejka said the City did not receive any emails or phone calls regarding this request. Ms. Roxie Kohner, 430 63rd Avenue, was present and asked Mr. Scherbring what kind of mechanical repair will be done in the building. Her concern was about second-shift work and the potential noise late at night. Mr. Scherbring said it will be the repair of cars and trucks. Ms. Kohner thanked the Council for their time. 

At 5:10 p.m., Acting Mayor Baumgart closed the public hearing and resumed the regular City Council meeting. 

The Goodview Fire Department Meeting Minutes from 10-2-12 and the September 2012 building permit report were noted under reports of officers, committees, or staff.
There were no notices or communications.

There was no unfinished business.

There were three new business items:
a) Conditional Use Permit request to allow the property located at 6305 Fifth Street         to be used for a mechanical repair facility in an M-1 Light Manufacturing zone.  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the request. Councilmember Alexander asked for clarification. Mr. Volkart explained that this is a conditional use request, not a rezone, and further explained what the difference is between the two. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b) Permit request for nine dogs to live at the residence, 4625 Sixth Street. The owner, Mr. John Smith, explained that he, his wife, and son recently relocated to Goodview as employees of Winona Lighting. They plan to find a home in the country in the next 6 months and move there with their dogs. Mr. Smith has spoken with all of his neighbors about the dogs, gave them his cell phone number, and has made himself available should any concerns arise. Councilmember Alexander suggested that a six-month time limit be put on this request. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded a motion to allow the nine dogs to live at the residence for 6 months and to review this again if they are still residing there after that time. All voted aye and the motion carried.

c) Discussion concerning off-street parking at the Hillview Apartment complex located at 4980 Service Drive. Ms. Mary Juhl, Ms. Amy Pearson, and Ms. Heidi Hanse (who all live in apartment 306B) explained to the Council that residents of the complex who return home later at night than most often find the parking lot filled to capacity, leaving them with no option but to park on the street. However, City code stipulates that cars parked on the street between 1 a.m. and 7 a.m. between the months of November and March are liable to be ticketed and/or towed. The three women presented the hardships and challenges this presents and asked the Council to exempt a portion of Service Drive from the winter parking laws so they have a legal option to access their home. Or, they would like the Council to help them come up with another option so they don’t have to park a distance away and walk home on cold and/or snowing nights. They also submitted a petition signed by 31 individuals affected by this matter, not all of which are residents of Hillview Apartments. City Administrator, Dan Matejka shared that the owner has 96 parking spots for 45 units, which meets the legal requirements of the City ordinance of two parking spaces per unit. In this particular situation, there are three vehicles needing a parking space for this unit. The City cannot control how many people live in each unit and how many vehicles are attached to each unit. Mr. Matejka stated this is clearly a landlord/tenant issue. Police Chief Russell said his department doesn’t tag and tow every night, only when City plows most likely will be called out.  This is unlike the City of Winona who tags and tows regardless of the weather. After a lengthy discussion, the City Administrator said the owner is not doing anything wrong, and the City will not change the plowing ordinance. However, the Council did offer to work with the residents on any potential resolution, providing both sides with any information that may be helpful. 

Under other business; Councilmember Alexander asked if there has been any progress on the potential street and utility improvement project for 63rd Avenue and Fifth Street area. City Administrator, Dan Matejka, said one of the two brothers who own a large parcel of land in the area has indicated he has no interest in participating in this project at this time, but is open to meeting with the City with his brother to discuss it.  Mr. Matejka said the two sides have not been able to connect and schedule the meeting yet, but he will try to get this scheduled as soon as possible.  

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:58 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, November 5, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________
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_______________________________

City Administrator

