City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

October 28, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr and Mike Alexander were present. Councilmember Charlie Andring arrived at 5:05 p.m. Councilmember Sandy Erdman was absent.

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the October 7, 2013 regular City Council meeting and the October, 2013 claims.  The claims totaled $282,364.10 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 225,415.52

Revolving Projects Fund

$     3,595.94

Water Service Fund


$   37,222.09

Sewer Service Fund


$   16,130.55

All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Mayor Baumgart shared he had a conversation with a representative from River City Ready Mix, and was told the company plans to be up and running by May of 2014. Councilmember Andring passed along compliments on the Fire Department’s open house and also shared that he heard good things about the Police Department while talking to a couple of the City’s Police Reserves. He passed along a community complaint that there is no center line on 9th Street in front of Goodview Elementary School, which the complainants feel causes a traffic problem in the morning when people are dropping off their children. There was a discussion as to whether putting a center line would make a difference. The City Administrator said he will speak with Principal Marianne Texley to get her thoughts on this issue and to discuss the school’s rules pertaining to it. 
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka noted the monthly building permit reports for July, August, and September, 2013, and the 2013 budget update for all funds through August, 31, 2013. 
Under notices and communications; the City Administrator noted the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for November, 2013.

Under unfinished business; there was a discussion about how to move forward with a possible working relationship with the group CEDA (Community and Economic Development Associates). The City Administrator shared that Councilmember Erdman is in favor of working with them. Councilmember Andring said he would like to hold off on any action on this issue until we hear from two or three cities that have hired CEDA. He would like to find out if they are satisfied with CEDA’s performance and learn of specific examples of the type of work CEDA has done for them. City Administrator Dan Matejka said he spoke with St. Charles Mayor Bill Spitzer, and the Mayor spoke very highly of CEDA’s performance for his city. Mr. Matejka said he would try to contact two additional cities who currently work with CEDA, and report back to the Council.  Councilmember Alexander said he does not see the value of hiring CEDA. It was decided to delay any potential action on this item until the next City Council meeting on November 4.  This would allow time to gather the information requested.

There was no new business.
Under other; State Representative Steve Drazkowski gave a 30-minute presentation on the 2013 legislative session. He shared highlights on the budget, gave examples of what is happening in the State, and what may happen during the next session. He then took questions from the Council. There was a lengthy discussion about train whistles at the railroad crossings within the City, and what can be done about them.  Mr. Drazkowski said he will continue to work on behalf of the City on this matter indicating he would be willing to try to secure State bonding dollars for the crossing upgrades needed to allow both Goodview and Minnesota City to become whistle-free like Winona.  He suggested the City should try to determine the cost to upgrade the five crossings in question, and then try to gather both the City’s State and Federal representatives for a meeting to discuss possible solutions to this matter. Mr. Drazkowski agreed to help organize such a meeting with the appropriate State representatives.  The City Administrator said he would contact aides for Senators Klobuchar and Franken, and Congressman Walz to try to attend such a meeting. 

Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:47 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, November 4, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
