
 
City of Goodview 
City Council Minutes 
October 3, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Weimerskirch at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
Upon Roll Call: Mayor J.P. Weimerskirch, Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Steve 

Baumgart, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present.  
 

City Staff Present: Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police 
Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, Administrative Assistant 
Judy Gottschalk, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler. 

 
Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Baumgart  
   seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The  
   agenda included the minutes of the September 19, 2011 regular  
   City Council meeting and the hiring of a new Receptionist/ 

Secretary. 
  

All voted aye, and the motion carried. 
 
There was no community comment or input. 
 
Council concerns, complaints, or inquires:  Councilmember Ledebuhr indicated he has 
received phone calls from WE Valley residents regarding home damage from the blasting 
at Biesanz.  The City of Winona issued the permit to Biesanz.  It was suggested to call 
Winona City Manager Larry Thompson with any complaints.  He also stated he continues 
to receive complaints about the train whistles.  He questioned why the City of Goodview 
cannot have a whistle free zone.  Winona has one in place and is not in compliance.  He 
felt the City was getting the run around from the railroad.  With regards to the Safe 
Routes to School Grant, the Mayor suggested having an informational meeting to discuss 
the specific aspects of the project before eventually holding a public hearing on the 
matter.  The Council discussed available dates and decided to meet at 6:00 p.m., on 
Wednesday, October 26 at a site to be determined.  Councilmembers Baumgart and 
Alexander attended a meeting with the engineer on the Safe Routes to School program.  
Councilmember Alexander felt there were good points presented.  There are a number of 
citizens who live along 8th Street who are opposed to the project.  Councilmember 
Erdman proposed we consider an ordinance with regards to parking in front of mailboxes 
within the City of Goodview.  It is not a federal or state offense, but a mail carrier does 
not have to deliver mail to a home if there is a vehicle or anything else obstructing access 
to the mailbox.  Both Chief Russell and Councilmember Erdman have received inquiries 
regarding the issue.  It was suggested to possibly create a no parking ordinance between 
the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and treat these areas like a no 



parking loading zone situation.  Councilmember Baumgart questioned if this would be a 
Citywide no parking zone.  Other cities have similar ordinances in place.  It was 
suggested to look further into this matter, including checking with the City Attorney, 
before any final decisions are made.  Mayor Weimerskirch shared greetings from Dick 
Todd.  
 
During the Administrative Reports section of the agenda, the Director of Public Works, 
Greg Volkart, gave the Council an update on the Brom drainage project stating it is 
nearing completion and they are pouring concrete this week.  He also reported that the 
Federal and State Governments have put deadlines in place with regards to the new 
requirements for sign reflectivity.  Cities are still required to adopt an assessment or 
management method to maintain signs above minimum retro-reflective levels, however, 
the compliance date has been extended to a date two years after the effective date of the 
final ruling.  Accordingly, cities do not need to have an assessment or management 
method in place by January 22, 2012, and have at lease another two years to develop a 
policy.  Most importantly, the FHWA has eliminated the January 22, 2015 and January 
22, 2018 compliance dates for replacement of signs that fail to meet minimum retro-
reflective standards.  Police Chief Russell reported that the 800 MHz radios may be used 
beginning January 2012.  The COPS Grant was denied again this year.  There were 9,000 
requests submitted nationwide, 2,038 were granted, five of those in Minnesota.  He 
recognized Michelle’s hard work on this grant, which is difficult to write.  The Chief 
reported that the past president of the Lake Village Association said the Board disbanded 
due to lack of interest.  They donated their remaining funds, totaling $30, to the Police 
Department in appreciation for all the work the Department has done.  The Police 
Department hired two new part-time officers: Chad Fiksdal and Dan Fritz.  They are 
currently in field training.  This now puts the total of part-time police officers at 15.  
Chief Russell indicated he participated on one of the interview panels for the Winona 
County Emergency Management Director position.  Fire Chief Todd Ives reported that 
they applied for a $35,000 Assistance for Firefighter Grant to replace 20 sets of turn-out 
gear.  According to MNPA standards, the Fire Department has 20 sets of gear between 
10-12 years old that need to be taken out of service.  The Fire Chief noted that the 
department has added five new members, bringing the total to 31, and they plan to send 
the new members to fire school.  The fire department is authorized for a maximum of 36 
and shouldn’t fall below 27.  To recruit new members, they are advertising on water bills, 
in newspapers, and putting flyers up in the City parks.  The Chief mentioned it is difficult 
to get people who live nearby to commit to the time.  Three or four current members have 
put in more than twenty years and could leave at any time. Mayor Weimerskirch said the 
Council and the City of Goodview appreciate everything the Fire Department does for 
our community.  There will be an Open House at the Fire Department on October 13th at 
6 p.m. as part of Fire Protection Week.  There will be activities for the kids and the 
department’s equipment will be on display.  The ladder truck will be going in for repairs 
on October 10th.  
 
The Mayor reminded Council to keep the Maintenance Department’s on-call schedule for 
October handy for reference. 
 



Under Unfinished Business, the Director of Public Works Greg Volkart handed out an 
information sheet of “Answers to questions concerning Public Service Announcements 
on Digital Billboards” addressing Amber and emergency alerts.  The City Administrator 
will continue to work on revising the Ordinance.  There was no further discussion. 
 
Minnesota State Senator John Howe arrived at 5:30 p.m.  There was a discussion about 
redistricting and our representation.  The State is looking at redistricting, but a final 
decision won’t be known until February of 2012. There will be many significant changes, 
but no matter what the Senator assured the Council he will continue to represent the City 
of Goodview’s interests.  Mayor Weimerskirch brought up concerns about our 
representation with a reminder that we are a statutory city and that the Council doesn’t 
endorse any one particular party, nor do they have any allegiance to any specific party. 
Senator Howe shared experiences about his first legislative session.  As a former Mayor 
of Red Wing he understands local aspects of issues. His district, which is the 8th largest 
Senate district geographically in the State, includes not only Goodview but other cities 
like Red Wing, St. Charles, Lewiston, Wanamingo, Pine Island, and Cannon Falls.    
During the last legislative session, the Senator served on such Boards like Jobs & 
Economic Growth, Energy, Communications, and Taxes.  There were 23 new state 
senators when the 2011 legislative session began.  It was a difficult legislative session, 
but action was taken so there is not another government shutdown.  Mayor Weimerskirch 
brought up the Council’s concern about the homestead credit adjustment and how it’s 
hurting the City.  The League of MN Cities and Township Associations said this program 
should be abolished because the State never really covered their portion 100% anyway. 
Councilmember Erdman brought up the issue of train whistles.  The Senator agreed to 
work with us to put a quiet zone in place.  The Mayor gave a history of the City’s attempt 
to have its own Waste Water treatment plant, along with pointing out that Minnesota City 
has already started construction of a brand new plant of its own.  He also questioned the 
Senator as to why cities with a population of less than 5,000 cannot get municipal state 
aid.  The City needs assistance with roads and does not have the tax base to support the 
basic services needed.  With regards to the regional centers, in the early 2000’s the City 
lost 68% of its Local Government Aid (LGA) at the same time Winona’s increased 34%.    
Another area the State needs to address is the fact there is no sales tax on internet sales.  
Unless you have a physical presence in Minnesota, there is no sales tax mandated to be 
reported.  Senator Howe reported the 2012 legislative session will begin on January 24, 
2012, with a conclusion date by the end of April.  He told the Council that if the City of 
Goodview needs a bill introduced or a state statute changed, the City should get the 
information to him by mid-January 2012, for it to be presented.  Mayor Weimerskirch 
asked the Senator to take the message to St. Paul that there is a need to establish respect 
for the State legislature.  He posed the question as to why we can’t come to common 
accord on common sense issues.  We appreciate there are fringes on both sides, but 
continuous gridlock doesn’t get us anywhere and compromise is necessary.  The Senator 
stated he learned a lot during his first year in the legislature, and he believes he developed 
a good rapport with many fellow legislators both Republican and Democrat.  Senator 
Howe 



strongly believes the State should strongly look at moving away from relying on property 
and income taxes, and explore the creation of a consumption based tax.  He believes a 
consumption tax would be more stable. 
 
Under New Business, Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman 
seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0876, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH THE CITY OF 
GOODVIEW, MN ON BEHALF OF ITS CITY ATTORNEY AND POLICE 
DEPARTMENT.  All voted aye, and the Resolution was declared approved. 
 
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded pay Estimate #1 
for 2011 Brom Subdivision Drainage Improvements Project, $32,994.22 be approved.  
All voted aye, and the motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Lori 
Eschweiler’s request for unpaid leave from October 17, 2011 through October 21, 2011 
to attend her son’s graduation from boot camp.  All voted aye, and the motion carried. 
 
The Council discussed the Winona Elks Lodge request to use the City’s fire ladder truck 
for a pumpkin drop during its annual Fall Harvest event on October 16, 2011.  
Councilmember Erdman is against the request citing concerns about safety and liability. 
Fire Chief Todd Ives indicated that the truck is currently out of the City being fixed, but 
he did state he thinks it is a good public relations opportunity for the City.  The Mayor 
moved, and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded, to approve the request if the truck is 
available.  During the discussion phase Councilmember Ledebuhr spoke to the concept 
the City should get a waiver signed by the Elks to cover the City in the event of an 
accident.  The Mayor amended his motion to approve the Elks request “if the truck is 
available and there is an agreed upon waiver of liability.”  The amended motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Ledebuhr.  All voted aye, and the motion carried.  Fire 
Chief Ives will check on the waiver, stating that he believes the Elks may already have 
one. 
 
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the 
drainlayer’s license application for Boomer’s Plumbing.  All the necessary information 
has been submitted.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded 
RESOLUTION NO. 0877, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – 
POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION.  All voted aye, and the motion 
carried. 
 
 
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded 
RESOLUTIONS NO. 0878, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 
– POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION.  All voted aye, and the motion 
carried. 



 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All 
voted aye, and the motion carried.  
 
Adjournment at 6:25 P.M. 
 
NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, 
October 24, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.  
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Administrator 
 


