City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

October 6, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Goodview Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association President Doug Hinrichs, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the September 22, 2014 regular City Council meeting and the minutes of the September 26, 2014 special meeting. There was a correction on the special meeting minutes, removing the word “Acting” from Mayor Steve Baumgart’s name under the roll call list. All voted aye and the motion carried.

There were no Community Comments or Input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr asked what was happening with the American Plumbing property. City Administrator Dan Matejka said he will call the prospective buyer to see if the property closed last week as planned. Police Chief Kent Russell said the property owner has received two letters and it is the City’s practice to work with people before giving a citation. Mr. Matejka said he will look into it and if nothing has happened to remedy the situation, he will take the next step and issue a citation. Councilmember Erdman wondered if the Island City Baptist Church was still operating because she believes that Borkowski Towing is using the property. The City Administrator said yes, they are still holding services at the church.  Mayor Baumgart said he attended the Cornerstone Church ground breaking and construction will begin this week.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; Director of Public Works Greg Volkart gave an update on the 63rd Avenue project saying everything is on schedule and things are going well. Police Chief Kent Russell reported that all of his officers passed their annual duty weapons qualification. Also, the radar units in all of the squad cars have been recertified. Chief Russell shared that they received a donation of five sets of mittens and hats from Yarnology, knitted by Judy Ledebuhr. He offered a word of thanks on behalf of the Police Department, saying the City always finds children in need during the winter months and these will be put to good use. Doug Hinrichs announced the Fire Department will be having their annual open house on Thursday, October 9, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. 

Under Notices and Communications; the City Administrator offered a reminder of the public hearing on the proposed assessments for the 2014 Utility and Street Improvements, 63rd Avenue & 5th Street project on Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Goodview Fire Hall. Councilmember Andring asked how the cost of the assessment is determined and the City Administrator gave an explanation of the assessment policy. Mr. Matejka said he plans to present this information to the property owners attending the public hearing. Councilmember Ledebuhr said he will not be able to attend the public hearing as he will be out of town.
Under Unfinished Business; 
a)  The Councilmembers continued a discussion on the Board of Appeals process for 2015. City Administrator Dan Matejka said, per the County Assessor, many cities are getting away from offering this process because most residents have it resolved at the County Assessor’s office. If the Council wants to offer this service, they will need to pass a Resolution by December 1, 2014. After a short discussion, the Council decided they do not want to participate in the Board of Appeals process. 
b) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the Mayoral appointments of Ms. Ashley Hoff, Mr. Jack Weimerskirch, and Ms. Alice Zimmer, community members to serve on the City’s Economic Development Authority Board. Councilmember Erdman asked the Mayor to share what each of these people bring to the Board by way of education and experience. Mayor Baumgart said he selected these community members because Mr. Weimerskirch and Ms. Zimmer have grant writing experience and bringing in new business to the area. Ms. Hoff is a business owner and a member of the Goodview Business Association. All voted aye and the motion carried. Mayor Baumgart said the Council members who will be appointed to serve on this Board will be selected after the November 4th election.
Under New Business; 
a)  Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0952, A RESOLUTION ADJUSTING THE YEARLY BENEFIT RATE FOR MEMBERS OF THE GOODVIEW VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS RELIEF ASSOCIATION from $1,400.00 to $2,000.00 per year of service. Mr. Doug Hinrichs addressed the question raised by Councilmember Ledebuhr during the last regular Council meeting regarding the PERA money being insured. Mr. Hinrichs said there is federal law that keeps the State of Minnesota from touching the money for any reason, and also it is bonded by an insurance company in case of embezzlement by an employee or official. Most of the money is invested in the stock market, which is not backed by anybody. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0953, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR AND ACCOUNTANT/ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. TO CUSTODIAN AND SAFEKEEP CITY INVESTMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF GOODVIEW WITH TD AMERITRADE INSTITUTIONAL. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Other; City Administrator Dan Matejka said he received a notice from the Bureau of Mediation Services stating a petition has been filed with the Bureau on behalf of the City’s Police Department to form a union. He went on to explain there currently are no unions in the City of Goodview, and he felt it important to report that this first step has been taken to create a union for the Police Department.  
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:36 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

