City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

November 18, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the November 4, 2013 regular City Council meeting and the November, 2013 claims. The claims totaled $218,859.10 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$   95,703.04

Revolving Projects Fund

$   28,940.77

Water Service Fund


$   26,634.10

Sewer Service Fund


$   67,581.19

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under community comment and input; Winona Sheriff Dave Brand expressed his appreciation for the good working relationship he has with Police Chief Kent Russell and the Goodview Police Department. This was most recently evident during the missing person search over the weekend of October 19, 2013. The Sheriff pointed out that Chief Russell did a great job organizing the search and keeping in contact with him during the search.  Chief Russell said Goodview appreciates all that the Winona County Sheriff’s Department does to help the City. 
Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. to open a public hearing to consider a request to have the property legally described below re-zoned from its current zoning of D-1 Single Family Dwelling and M-2 Heavy Manufacturing to all D-3 Multiple Family Dwelling.

That part of Lot 17, Subdivision of Section 20, Town. 107, R. 7 West, according to the recorded plat thereof, Winona County, Minnesota, described as follows: 

Beginning at a point 399.2 feet on the center of public highway 61, as it existed in 1946, from a point 9 chains west and 25.82 chains north of the center of said Section 20; thence southeasterly and along the center of said highway a distance of 210 feet; thence southwesterly and at right angles to said highway, 333 feet; thence at right angles northwesterly 210 feet; thence at right angles northeasterly 333 feet to the place of beginning.

Excepting therefrom all that part thereof lying northeasterly of a line distant 183.00 feet southwesterly of, as measured at right angles to, and parallel with the center line of Winona County State Aid Highway No. 32.

Also excepting therefrom all that part thereof lying southwesterly of the northeasterly line of Brom Woods, according to the recorded plat thereof, Winona County, Minnesota.

Mr. Erik Brom explained he inherited his mother’s property upon her death and is interested in selling the back half of the property. He would like to remove the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing zoning in order to keep it residential and would like to have it re-zoned D-3, in order to open up all options for any future buyer.  

Mr. Walt Bennick, 3545 West 7th Street, asked for an explanation of the various residential zoning districts; D-1, D-2, and D-3.  The City Administrator gave an example of each and explained the square footage formula which determines the size of apartment units that can go on this size lot.  
Mr. Kirk Fratzke, 3505 West 7th Street, said he appreciates Mr. Brom wants to re-zone the property, but is opposed to D-3 at this time. He is supportive of re-zoning the property D-1 or D-2 though.

Mr. Jim Palmer, 3580 West 8th Street, said he and his wife are opposed to D-3 but also would be okay with either a D-1 or D-2 zone. There are already children playing in the streets and adding apartments would bring in more children and he’s worried about their safety.
City Administrator Dan Matejka shared with the Council a phone call from Mr. Denny Rasmussen who lives at 760 36th Avenue. Mr. Rasmussen indicated his household, and two others around him have concerns about who might move into a D-3 apartment and do not support it. However, all of them are supportive of a rezone to either a D-1 or D-2.
Mr. Chuck Bleess, 3761 6th Street, thinks there are already too many apartments in the area and does not support the D-3 re-zone.

Mr. Mike Ellefson, a developer in the area, said he is opposed to a potential re-zoning to a D-3 zone without seeing some sort of plans of what would be built there. He also spoke to several concerned residents in the area, and they echo his thoughts.  He went on to say that per a phone conversation he had with Mr. Brom where Mr. Brom indicated he would be okay with rezoning the property in question to a D-2.  Of which, Mr. Brom did agree he did say that, and that he would be satisfied with that outcome. 

After hearing that, the City Administrator shared with the Council that per the City Attorney, the Council could approve a rezone to a D-2 Two-Family Dwelling tonight if they so choose without making Mr. Brom submit another request to rezone to a D-2, thus avoiding the holding of another public hearing on the matter. Councilmember Erdman said she does not think creating a D-3 zone in this area is a good idea, but she supports a change to a D-2.  She indicated she also received phone calls supporting a D-2 re-zone, but not a D-3. 

The public hearing was closed at 5:14 p.m. and the regular meeting resumed.

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to have the property legally described above to be rezoned from its current zoning of D-1 Single Family Dwelling and M-2 Heavy Manufacturing to all D-2 Two-Family Dwelling. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
Winona County Commissioners Mr. Wayne Valentine and Mr. Steve Jacob, presented information related to various County issues and were available to answer questions from the Council. 
Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr had questions about the process for determining which assessments are deferred. After a short discussion, Mr. Ledebuhr asked this be addressed at a future meeting. 
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka noted the Goodview Fire Department meeting minutes from November 5, 2013 and the monthly Building Permit Report for October, 2013.  Councilmember Andring asked who was going to help the Fire Department write their grant, wondering if it was something that CEDA could assist with.  Mr. Matejka said the Fire Department has decided to work with a company who has a successful track record with this particular grant. And, yes, CEDA is able to help with grant writing.
Under Notices and Communications; the City Administrator brought attention to a thank you letter from the Goodview Sandlot Baseball Association dated November 4, 2013, and a letter to City residents dated November 15, 2013 from the City’s Director of Public Works, concerning mailboxes.

There was no unfinished business.

Under New Business; 
a)    Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0925, A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE DONATIONS FROM THE GOODVIEW ACTIVITY GROUP. All voted aye and the motion carried.

b)    Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the cleaning service contract with Dan Brommerich Maintenance Co. for 2014. All voted aye and the motion carried.

c)    Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the proposed City Council meeting dates for 2014 as presented. All voted aye and the motion carried.

d)    The City Administrator went over some of the changes being made to the previous one-year lease for The Bar located at 4054 Sixth Street. The new lease is a three-year lease with Ms. Jen Laturno, which includes a clause which says either party can cancel the lease with a full three-month notice in writing to the other party. Ms. Laturno said business is steady and they have become a popular venue for a variety of celebrations and meetings. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to renew the lease with Ms. Laturno. All voted aye and the motion carried.

e)  The City Administrator gave an overview of DRAFT #3 of the 2014 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. Mr. Matejka pointed out a few adjustments to the budget from Draft #2.  These included expenditure increases of $11,124 for the one-year agreement with CEDA, $10,000 for additional legal expenses due to the upcoming renewal of both cable franchise agreements, and a large increase in kenneling fees due to a new contract the City will enter into with the Winona County Humane Society as the Society will start collecting daily boarding fees – something they haven’t done in the past.
f)    There was a brief discussion about compiling a list of possible ideas the City would like CEDA to work on during 2014.  These included; developing an Economic Development Authority (EDA), working on a railroad quiet zone, explore possible funding options for upcoming projects and/or equipment, to help secure businesses in Goodview, and help develop ways to save the City money or spend the money the City does have more effectively.  Mr. Matejka said he will be meeting with CEDA representatives on Wednesday, November 20, 2013.
g)   It was noted that the next City Council meeting will be Monday, December 2, 2013, at 6:00 P.M., at Goodview City Hall.  The change in times is due to the fact this meeting will act as the Truth-in-Taxation meeting, and the starting time for such a meeting is dictated by the State.
There were no other items to note. 

Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:36 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, December 2, 2013, at 6:00 P.M., at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

