City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

November 2, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Ledebuhr at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Acting Mayor Dick Ledebuhr, and Councilmembers Sandy Erdman and Mike Alexander were present. Mayor Steve Baumgart and Councilmember Charlie Andring were absent. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman 



seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The 



agenda included the minutes of the October 19, 2015 regular City 



Council meeting.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Community Comment or Input; Ms. Margaret Hovland of 3425 West 7th Street expressed a complaint about the water and sewer rates. She uses 1000 gallons or less a month and pays the same amount of money as somebody who uses 3000 gallons a month. She doesn’t think this is fair and asked the Council to look at setting this up differently to be fair to those residents who use far below the minimum, but still have to pay the minimum. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said the City is in the process of renewing the City’s management plan which is required by DNR, and a conservation rate study will be included. The City will take Ms. Hovland’s suggestion under consideration when it develops its 2016 budgets for the Water and Sewer funds.  This budget will be presented to the Council in January of 2016 to be effective for the meter readings reflecting water usage in January, 2016.
There were no Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka reported that he, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart and Acting Mayor Dick Ledebuhr attended the Senate Capital Investment Committee meeting on October 27, 2015 as part of the committee’s tour of southeast Minnesota for potential projects to be included in next year’s bonding bill.  Acting Mayor Ledebuhr introduced the Whistle Free Quiet Zone project to the committee, and then turned over the presentation of the City’s case to City Administrator Matejka.  There were approximately 17 senators in attendance and Mr. Ledebuhr said that they asked some very good questions.  Senators Matt Schmit and Jeremy Miller are both members of this committee.  State Representative Gene Pelowski was also in attendance.  All three of them are in favor of our project. The next step is to make sure we are able to present this project to the House side of the Legislature next spring.  Mr. Volkart gave an update on the various construction projects going on in the City.  The Harbor Drive project is basically done with the exception of some landscaping.  However, Mr. Volkart did indicate the street won’t be black topped until next spring to allow the ground to settle.  The Local Roads Improvement Program (LRIP) project on 44th Avenue will be done this week. The project has gone very well. Police Chief Kent Russell said his department sent out reminders for winter parking rules, which went into effect on November 1, 2015.  The Chief also said TRW Automotive asked to use one of our speed trailers. They have a 15 M.P.H. speed limit around their buildings and have had some safety concerns for their employees. They have been using the speed trailer for a couple of weeks and have been getting positive feedback. TRW made a $200 donation to the City’s Police Reserve program. 
Notices and Communications included; 

a) Maintenance Department on-call schedule for November, 2015.

b) The 2014 Water Fluoridation Quality Award went to the Director of Public Works Greg Volkart and his department. 
There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Revision #6 to Section 6 “Vacations and Holidays” of the City’s Personnel Policy Handbook.  This revision substitutes the Day after Thanksgiving for the Columbus Day holiday as allowed by State Statute.  This has been the City’s practice for a number of years and this action will make the policy match the practice. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Other; City Administrator Dan Matejka reminded the Council of the round table discussion sponsored by the SE MN Together organization to be held on December 3, 2015 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Tau Center. Councilmembers Ledebuhr and Andring, Mr. Dennis Meyer of the Goodview EDA, and City Administrator Dan Matejka will be attending. There will be discussions regarding employability and the labor force shortage in this part of the State.  Mr. Volkart presented Pay Estimate #1 for $563,249.44 for the LRIP project. It reflects work completed through October 23, 2015.  Once approved by the City Council, it will then be sent to the County for review.  They will then forward it to the State for reimbursement. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Pay Estimate #1.  All voted aye and motion carried
Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:27 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, November 16, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

