City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

November 26, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Weimerskirch at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor J.P. Weimerskirch, Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Steve Baumgart, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator, Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Maintenance I Worker Aaron Lofgren, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Baumgart 




seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  The 




agenda included the minutes of the November 5, 2012 regular 

city council meeting and the minutes of the November 13, 2012 special meeting-city board of canvass. The November claims totaled $251,493.12 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 105,361.86
Revolving Projects Fund

$   21,864.70
Water Service Fund


$   41,708.93
Sewer Service Fund


$   82,557.63
 All voted aye and the motion carried.

City Administrator, Dan Matejka introduced Mr. Charlie Andring, who will take a seat on the Council January 1, 2013.
There was no community comment or input. 
Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr said he inspected The Bar and thinks it looks great. He has received many compliments and shared them with Greg Volkart, the Director of Public Works, who indicated he would pass the compliments along to his staff. Mayor Weimerskirch expressed gratitude to the Goodview Activity Group (GAG) for their contribution to this project. Councilmember Baumgart said he also has received compliments on The Bar. He also shared that he has been invited to play Santa in the lighted holiday parade sponsored by the Elks this Saturday, December 1, 2012. Councilmember Erdman asked when The Bar will have their Grand Opening. The City Administrator said he believes there will be an event of some kind on Saturday, December 8, 2012.  Councilmember Baumgart said somebody asked him why the City isn’t holding Mayor Weimerskirch’s retirement party at The Bar. Mr. Matejka said at the time the event was planned, he wasn’t certain if The Bar would be open for business yet. 
Mayor Weimerskirch suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. and called to order the public hearing for the purpose of considering an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the Midwestern Motel property located at 7115 Martina Road (parcels #24.041.0030 and #24.041.0034) to be used for a multiple-family dwelling in a C-1 Commercial zone. Mr. Mike Ellefson, who made the request on behalf of he and his family, began the discussion with some history, saying his family has owned the motel for 20 years and it has been run primarily by his mother, who is now in ill health. They closed the motel and have attempted to sell it for over a year, but there has been no interest in it. Mr. Ellefson would now like to renovate it into four to six apartments.  He assured the Council there is plenty of space for parking. His parents will be the caretakers. There was a discussion about the vacated restaurant next door. Mr. Ellefson said it went into foreclosure; he approached the bank about buying it, and was told it has already been sold. The bank would not disclose the buyer or what kind of business it will be. If for some reason the pending purchase falls through, Mr. Ellefson said he will look into buying it.
Mayor Weimerskirch closed the public hearing at 5:15 p.m. and resumed the regular meeting, moving down the agenda to New Business, b) Conditional Use Permit request to allow the property located at 7115 Martina Road (parcels #24.041.0030 and #24.041.0034) to be used for a multiple-family dwelling in a C-1 Commercial zone. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to approve the conditional use as outlined in the request. All voted aye and the motion carried.

The reports of officers, committees, and staff were noted. They included the Fire Department Meeting Minutes for November 6, 2012, and the Monthly Building Permit Report for October, 2012.

Notices and Communications included the Maintenance Department’s on-call schedule for December, 2012, and a reminder of the Lighted Holiday parade on Saturday, December 1, 2012. The parade will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the intersection of 6th Street and 41st Avenue.
Under unfinished business; there was discussion about the WATER only Service Line Protection Program the City is potentially going to offer to its residential customers.  In the Council packets were copies of both the Cover Letter and Terms & Conditions Agreement pertaining to the program. The City Administrator explained why staff is now suggesting offering the program just for water line protection and not covering sewer lines too.  One of the reasons why, explained by Maintenance I Worker Aaron Lofgren, were tree roots present a major issue for sewer lines and staff wanted to proceed gradually at first before taking on a potentially larger situation in covering sewer lines also at this time.  Mr. Matejka went onto say that staff still believes it should be a voluntary program in which residential customers who participate will be charged a fee of $4 per month which would be added to their monthly utility bill. He did say the City initially needs at least 125 of its nearly 1,100 residential water customers to sign up for the program to cover potential costs during the first year of the program.  The timeline would be to send out the letters and agreements in December, then gauge whether the interest is there to proceed or not.  If yes, the first month a customer would see the charge being made would be February of 2013.  He clarified that the funds raised through the program would be placed in a dedicated reserve account within the Water Fund which would be used specifically for repairs covered by the program.  Councilmember Alexander said he would rather see it be a mandatory program for all residents as it would be overall cheaper per customer, and would generate more income for the City.  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to have administration mail out the cover letter and terms & conditions agreement to all residents as presented as a voluntary program, and see how many are interested in signing up for the program. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
New Business items: 

a)   RESOLUTION NO. 0899, A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE

      DONATIONS FROM THE GOODVIEW ACTIVITY GROUP. Councilmember

      Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the

      acknowledgement of donations from the Goodview Activity Group. City

      Administrator, Dan Matejka, reported the $10,000 for improvements and 

      renovations to The Bar will be spent replacing the folding partitions, replacing all of

      the short chairs in the meeting area, as well as purchasing casual seating
      furniture to be used by the fireplace.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

b)   (See above)

c)   2011 Water Fluoridation Quality Award. City Administrator, Dan Matejka praised
      the work of Maintenance I Worker Aaron Lofgren, along with his supervisor Mr.
      Volkart and the rest of the department.
d)   NOTE:  The next City Council meeting will be Monday, December 3, 2012, at 6:00 
      P.M., at Goodview City Hall. The City Administrator explained that this is the Truth
      in Taxation meeting and it must start at 6 p.m. by State law.
Under Other; Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to reopen the bidding process calling for proposals to act as the City’s Building Code Administrator.  During the discussion that followed, Mayor Weimerskirch shared his past experiences with calls for bids and issues like the one the City experienced and how they were handled.  The City Administrator reminded the Council that the rates submitted by Construction Management Services (CMS) in their proposal were shared with the Council at the November 5 meeting, and thus now is public information, which would put CMS at a disadvantage if the City called for another Request for Proposals on this issue. The Council voted and the motion failed by a four to one margin with Councilmember Alexander casting the lone aye vote. With regards to the potential street and utility improvement project for the 63rd Avenue and Fifth Street area, the City Administrator and Director of Public Works met with the property owners of the largest parcel affected by the potential project to let them know the City is interested in pursuing the project and would like to work with them to accomplish the task at hand.  This may include some negotiating between the two parties. The property owners are considering other options that may have an impact on the project.  Mr. Matejka said he will contact them in the near future for a follow-up meeting. Mayor Weimerskirch expressed his gratitude for the retirement party planned for Sunday, December 2, 2012, at the Elks Lodge and looks forward to seeing everyone there.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:54 p.m.

NOTE: The next truth in taxation meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, December 3, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.

________________________________

                            Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
