City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

November 4, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the October 28, 2013 regular City Council meeting. 

All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Erdman inquired about the property in Country Meadows advertised as being on Connie Drive.  She pointed out the address should be on Leesher Drive since the Council denied the variance request from the developer to have the front of the property be on Connie Drive. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said he discussed it with the developer, and he will make the change. Councilmember Andring inquired about the 9th Street student drop off situation at Goodview Elementary School. City Administrator Dan Matejka stopped at Goodview Elementary School last week and informed them he would be monitoring the student drop off area. Mr. Matejka was at the school this morning from 7:15 to 7:45 a.m., and he did not witness any blocking of traffic in the area. There was the occasional delay as the children take time to exit the car, but there were no traffic concerns.  He believes painting a yellow line down the middle of 9th Street, which was suggested by a resident, will not make a difference in this situation. Councilmember Andring said he would report back to the resident who originally voiced the concern. Mayor Baumgart expressed a concern about a natural gas pipe at 54th Avenue and 9th Street. Is the barricade around it sufficient protection?  Is it a safety concern? Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said that the engineers for Xcel Energy would have designed it with safety in mind. It is a county road and not in our jurisdiction. The county would have been responsible for inspecting it when the permit was issued.  
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; the City Administrator reported that he followed up on the Council’s request to discuss the whistle-free zone issue with the City’s Federal legislatures. While attending a League of Minnesota Cities meeting, Mr. Matejka spoke with aides for both Senators Klobuchar and Franken. Mr. Chuck Ackman, Senator Klobuchar’s aide, said he will contact the Washington DC office to have someone from the Federal Railroad Commission contact the City.  Mr. Matejka will follow up with Mr. Ackman if he doesn’t hear anything from him in the next few weeks. The City Administrator made the Council aware there will be a public hearing during the next regular City Council meeting on November 18, as Mr. Erik Brom has requested to have the south half of the property located at 3655 6th Street rezoned from its current zoning of both D-1 Single Family Dwelling and M-2 Heavy Manufacturing. Mr. Brom indicated he has a potential buyer interested in the property if it can all be rezoned to D-3 Multiple Family Dwelling. Mr. Matejka also informed the Council Winona County Commissioner Wayne Valentine will be in attendance at the November 18th meeting. Police Chief Kent Russell reported he sent the media snow removal information and handed out fliers at the apartments so they are informed. Also, the Police Department received a $100 donation from Mr. Charlie Andring for the Shop-With-A-Cop program. Councilmember Erdman asked the Police Chief about the recycling bin that sits out on the street in front of the 12-unit apartment building at 4010 4th Street.  She is worried the snow plow will hit it during snow removal. The City Administrator said he has had a conversation with Ms. Anne Morse, Winona County’s Sustainability Coordinator, but nothing has changed. The Chief said he will follow up on this and take care of it. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported the two small water main projects have been completed and the temporary hook-up for Mr. Florin is done. Mayor Baumgart said O’Laughlin Plumbing and Heating did a nice job with the Wenonah Road project. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked for an update on the 63rd Avenue project and Mr. Volkart said they are waiting to hear back from the property owner. In the meantime, the City’s Engineer continues to work on the plans and specs to be ready in the spring. 
There were no notices or communications to report.

Under unfinished business; the City Administrator presented feedback from the cities of Stewartville, Lewiston, and St. Charles, about their experiences with Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA). There was a lengthy discussion as to what CEDA might do for the City of Goodview and if it is worth $11,000 a year to take advantage of their expertise twice a month. Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded that the City hires CEDA to work for us two days a month. All voted and the motion carried four to one, with Councilmember Alexander voting nay.
Under new business; Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to grant permission for Megann Van Overmeer to have five dogs at 344 Saehler Drive. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to award auditing services for 2013, 2014, and 2015 to Russell & Associates, LLC from Winona, MN. All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no other business to consider.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:40 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, November 18, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

