City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

November 5, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Weimerskirch at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor J.P. Weimerskirch, Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Steve Baumgart, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator, Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, Maintenance I Worker Aaron Lofgren, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander 




seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  The 




agenda included the minutes of the October 15, 2012 regular 

City Council meeting and the minutes of the October 26, 2012 special meeting. The October claims totaled $264,804.63 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 122,666.40
Revolving Projects Fund

$   14,600.35
Water Service Fund


$   21,349.46
Sewer Service Fund


$ 106,188.42
 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Erdman read an email from Mr. Mike Savat of Winona Lighting regarding the street parking at his facility.  He indicated the company is slowly progressing on getting the parking lots currently being used for storage cleaned up. With regards to the parking in front of mailboxes, Councilmember Erdman said she has talked with the mail carrier for the area.  The carrier mentioned she would like the Police Department to start issuing citations for this problem, as it is especially difficult during the winter months. City Administrator, Dan Matejka, said he had a visit with a resident in this area to talk about the issue, and he and Police Chief Russell will schedule a meeting with Mr. Savat to discuss the situation. Councilmember Erdman also shared that she, Mr. Don Peterson, and Ms. Joanne Borkowski plan to get the Goodview Business Association up and running again. Councilmember Alexander asked about the water service insurance program the Council discussed a few months ago. Mr. Matejka said he will get information to the Council at the next meeting. Mayor Weimerskirch suggested the City consider a leaf pick-up program similar to La Crosse, WI and Manchester, IA, where residents rake their leaves to the curb and the Street Department picks them up on designated days.
The City Administrator moved down the agenda to New Business items a and b.
a) RESOLUTION NO. 0898, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GOODVIEW, MN AND WINONA COUNTY OF MN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF OVERSEEING THE PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING OF THE CITY’S SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT.
Winona County Engineer, Mr. David Kramer, explained this grant is a federal grant which is required to be administered through the County to the City. The State of Minnesota and the County will enter into a corresponding agreement for this project also. This is not the County’s project, so this agreement passes some of those responsibilities from the County on to the City. Further, prior to any construction actually taking place, another similar set of agreements will need to be entered into to cover that portion of the project. Mayor Weimerskirch asked if there will be any opportunity to modify the design plans, or is the City locked into the original 8th Street and 44th Avenue plan the City approved earlier. Ms. Christina Peterson with Yaggy Colby Associates said that minor details may be changed. However, Mr. Kramer stated that a project memorandum will need to be drafted which will identify the details of the project, and whatever the memorandum states is what ultimately will be the final design and constructed.  This memorandum has to be developed soon because there is usually a lengthy review time. The memorandum will need to be prepared before the construction plans are complete. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked for clarification on item number six of the agreement, where it states “no local dollar match is required; however, the City will be responsible for any cost or expense of the Project that is not covered by federal funds or the Safe Routes to School grant.” Councilmember Ledebuhr reminded the council they agreed when the grant was approved that no City dollars were to be spent on this project. Mr. Kramer explained the grant is for a specific amount of federal funds, and if there are any additional costs, those costs are the City’s responsibility. Potentially, when the project is put out for bid and those bids come in higher than the grant funds available, the Council would need to make a decision to proceed or not. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to approve Resolution No. 0898. The motion passed by a three to two vote with Mayor Weimerskirch and Councilmember Ledebuhr voting nay.
b) Agreement with Yaggy Colby Associates to conduct the Preliminary Engineering services for the City’s Safe Routes to School grant, S.P. 86-591-001. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to accept the proposal from Yaggy Colby Associates to do the preliminary engineering. The motion passed by a four to one vote with Councilmember Ledebuhr voting nay.
Moving back up the agenda to reports of officers, committees, or staff; the City Administrator spoke about the possible street and utility improvement project for the 63rd Avenue and Wenonah Road area. He and Director of Public Works Greg Volkart will meet with the property owners of the largest track of land in the affected area on Wednesday, November 7, 2012 to discuss the potential project. Also, he gave the Council an update on the apartment complex being constructed by Mr. Bill Baker. Mr. Baker said he has tried, but failed, to get a restaurant to locate in the part of the building formally known as the Good Harvest Cafe. He is now planning to turn the entire building into handicapped accessible apartments. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart gave an update on The Bar indicating the renovations are coming along nicely. The new tenant is planning to open for business on Tuesday, November 6, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. Fire Chief Todd Ives reported there was a fire at WinCraft on Service Drive this morning at 4 a.m.  He mentioned there have been statements on the street concerning slow response time, but he told the Council his department had a four-minute response time to the call which he is very proud of.  There was a brief discussion about MSDS books and inspections. Chief Ives said they have recently hired seven new members to the department. Police Chief Kent Russell praised the Fire Department on their quick response to the fire this morning. He also reported having a talk with the new tenant of The Bar indicating they had a good discussion about what they can expect from each other regarding that business. His department will also be going through an audit next week by the Minnesota Post Board focusing on record keeping and hiring practices. Chief Russell and the City Administrator have discussed the Lake Village shelter and the lack of progress concerning the construction of a new facility to replace the one which burned down.  The Chief said he will follow up with the County Attorney to determine where the issue stands. Mr. Volkart said he has fielded a few phone calls from plumbers about the upcoming project, which may indicate some movement forward.  Mr. Matejka gave the Council an overview of the Final/Completed list of purchases using the Equipment Bond dollars.  He explained that in 2009, the City refinanced its 2001 Improvement Bonds, at the same time incorporating $400,000 of Equipment Bonds to be used for Capital related items. Even with the addition of the Equipment Bonds, the City was able to save $70-80,000 in interest.
Notices and Communications included the Maintenance Department’s on-call schedule for November, 2012.
There was no unfinished business.

Back to New Business items: 

c) Request for mobile home permit for Matejka Recycling at the location of their Transfer Station on 69th Avenue. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the request for this construction trailer. All voted aye and the motion carried.
d) Discussion concerning renewal of contract with Construction Management        Services (CMS) to act as Building Code Administrator for the City. The City Administrator reported that CMS was the only entity to submit a proposal by the deadline. The City did receive a proposal from the City of Winona, but it was left unopened because it was received after the deadline. CMS is asking for nominal increases in their services over their current pricing. At this time this item is just for informational purposes only. The City will work with CMS to develop an agreement to conduct these services for the City for 2013. 

e) Transit Agreement with the City of Winona for the five-year period of January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2017. Everything remains the same as it has been; only now it’s for five years instead of two. Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the transit agreement. All voted aye and the motion carried.

f) Revised Section 6 of the City’s Personnel Handbook dealing with “Vacations, Sick Leave, Holidays.”  Mr. Matejka explained this is a two-part request. The first part is to add Christmas Eve day as a paid holiday, but only when Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The second part is to revise the vacation schedule. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked that this be voted on separately, which the rest of the Council agreed to. Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Christmas Eve day as a paid holiday only when Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. All voted aye and the motion carried. The vacation portion of the requested language change was tabled to a later date when the Council will be reviewing the 2013 budget.  Regarding this item, Mr. Matejka clarified for the Council that the only department who call in substitutes when the regular employee is absent from work is the Police Department.
g) Proposed City Council meeting dates for 2013. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the proposed schedule. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
h) Change date of November 19, 2012 City Council meeting to November 26, 2012.        Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to approve the change of date. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Other; the City Administrator informed the Council they needed to setup a special meeting for sometime between November 9 and November 16, 2012 for the purpose of canvassing the results of tomorrow’s elections. The meeting was set for Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. 

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:03 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, November 26, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.
________________________________

Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

