City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

December 1, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 6:00 p.m. 

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

The annual Truth-in-Taxation meeting opened with a welcome from the Mayor and an explanation by City Administrator Dan Matejka, about the Proposed 2015 Revenue and Expenditure budgets for both the General and Debt Service Funds. Mr. Matejka explained that Draft #2 showed a 14.5% increase and said the Council will often levy high in September to allow for changes and unexpected expenditures before final certification in December.  Draft #3 decreased that percentage to 8.6%, although nothing had been approved at the time of this meeting.  He went on to say the most important thing that has come from this budget process is that Draft #3 will increase city taxes for the first time in four years.

The meeting was opened for questions.

Mr. Brad Peterson, Mississippi Welders Supply, recently built a large addition onto the existing building. They received the proposed tax document and expected taxes to increase. However, the property value increased 134 % and the Goodview proposed taxes increased 225%, which seems extremely high. Mr. Peterson urged the Council to please hold the line as much as possible, because this is quite a large increase. 
Mr. Don Peterson, Mississippi Welders Supply, said he attended the County meeting and appreciated that they had a zero increase. The City of Goodview’s proposed tax increase is overwhelming, and he asked the Council to please save money where possible and spend it wisely. 
Dwight Lange, 3819 6th Street, asked if there has been any discussion about revisiting the consolidation of Goodview and Winona, of which he was told no. Mr. Lange said that an 8.6% increase is large and he would have a lower property tax if his house was in Winona. 

The Truth-in-Taxation meeting ended at 6:14 p.m. and the regular meeting began. 

Consent Agenda:        The agenda included the minutes of the November 17, 2014 regular 


City Council meeting. Councilmember Erdman said she did not 


            discuss setting up a neighborhood watch program with County

                                    Commissioner-elect Marie Kovecsi, and would like it removed
from the meeting's minutes. Councilmember Alexander moved and 



Councilmember Andring seconded the Consent Agenda be



approved as amended.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Community Comment and Input; Mr. Dwight Lange noted that the City of Goodview has not had a Board of Appeals for the last two years and wanted to know if it will be reinstated.  The City Administrator said the process ultimately ends up at the County, so the City elected to bypass it and not have a Board of Appeals.  Residents can still come to the City and voice concerns, but everyone will eventually have to present their case to the County. Mr. Lange said he has not had a good experience with the County, because they continue to raise his property value, and he feels it is unfair. Councilmember Andring, who attended the most recent training, was told the City cannot increase or decrease property values. The City can only suggest that a resident take their case and documentation to the County. Since there isn’t anything the City can do, there doesn’t seem to be a reason to have a Board of Appeals.  
There were no Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, and Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka offered information about the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). He sent a copy of the final draft of the plan to Jason Gilman, Mike Peterson, and Bill Spitzer. He asked each of them to review the document and offer comments and/or suggestions about it.  Once he gets their thoughts, he will bring them to the EOP committee for discussion and any possible revisions. Mr. Matejka hopes to present a copy of the EOP to the Council at the December 15th Council meeting, with the possibility of approving it next month. Mr. Matejka also reported that Mr. Chris Dahl, with CEDA, is completing a federal grant application for a new fire truck. According to Mr. Matejka, Fire Chief Todd Ives is pleased with the amount of time and detail that Mr. Dahl has put into the application. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart gave an update on the 63rd Avenue utility improvement project. The completion deadline was December 1st, and all requirements were met, except for the landscaping and blacktop which was interrupted due to inclement weather. They will finish the project next spring. The gravel road has been snow plowed and it held up fine. There has been a dust issue so the Police Department put up 20 m.p.h. speed signs and a speed trailer to hopefully slow people down. Police Chief Kent Russell said he and Officer Norman presented a new anti-bullying training program at both Rollingstone and Goodview Elementary schools. It was very well received and they hope to continue it each year. The Shop-With-A-Cop program received two apron donations from Sandy Erdman, and again this year Rocco’s Pizza will be donating all of the pizzas to feed the children during the event. Five students from Goodview Elementary School were selected to participate, and Chief Russell received letter from the mother of one of the students, expressing her deep appreciation and gratitude. 
Notices and Communications included:
a)  The Maintenance Department on-call schedule for December, 2014.

b)  A letter from Charter Communications dated November 14, 2014 regarding a rate
     increase.
c)  A notice of the 2015 Elected Official Outreach Event on Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 
     the Winona History Center. This is the third year that the League of Women Voters  

     Winona Unit and the Winona County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council

     will host this meeting. Mayor Baumgart plans to attend. The City Administrator will 

     post it as a special meeting in case more than two Council members attend.
Under Unfinished Business; City Administrator Dan Matejka continued the discussion concerning DRAFT #3 of the 2015 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. He offered a reminder that the changes from Draft #2 to Draft #3 discussed at the last meeting decrease the proposed tax levy increase from 14.5% to 8.6%.  This draft will raise an additional $117,000 in tax revenue for the City. He shared how a variety of residential properties valued at different amounts would be impacted by the proposed tax levy increase.  Councilmember Ledebuhr questioned how this budget would impact the City’s fund balance account.  Mr. Matejka reassured the Council the Un-Reserved Fund Balance account will still be well within the range specified by the City’s Fund Balance Policy.  He said the final levy will need to be approved at the next Council meeting. Councilmember Andring said he originally wanted to go down to a 7% increase, but he came to realize there is such a small amount of money saved from 8.6% down to 7%, so he decided it makes sense to stay with 8.6%.  The Mayor and Councilmembers Alexander and Ledebuhr agreed.  Councilmember Erdman said she would like to see the increase lower, but is okay with keeping it at 8.6%. The City Administrator thanked the Council for their work on this budget and said he will draft a resolution approving the DRAFT #3 figures to be acted on at the next meeting on the 15th of this month. 

Under New Business; 
a)  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve the cleaning service contract with Daniel Brommerich & Sons Maintenance Co., for 2015. All voted aye and the motion carried.

b)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0957, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED TRANSFER OF THE CABLE FRANCHISE CURRENTLY HELD BY CC VIII OPERATING, LLC D/B/A CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
c)  Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0958, A RESOLUTION DEVELOPING AN INVESTMENT POLICY FOR THE CITY OF GOODVIEW, MN. All voted aye and the motion carried.

d)  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0959, A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EXEMPTION FROM LAWFUL GAMBLING LICENSE FOR THE WINONA SPORTSMEN’S CLUB FOR JANUARY 24, 2015. All voted aye and the motion carried.
e)  The City Administrator presented information on the Economic Development Road Improvement (EDRI) Plan required for the City’s application to the Local Road Improvement Grant Program. The Council approved a contract with SEH Engineering on November 3, 2014 to develop an Economic Development Plan to help us with our grant application to the Program, this is that plan. The proposed street improvements submitted include 6 overlays, crack fill and chip sealing on Martina Road, a rebuild of 44th Avenue, and an overlay with a 4-foot shoulder on Theurer Boulevard. The total estimated price is just less than $1.1 million. The grant is for $750,000. If we are awarded the grant, the City will need to decide how to finance the difference of approximately $350,000. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said this will be a fairly quick project to complete.  Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the EDRI Plan. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
There was no other business. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 7:07 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, December 15, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

