City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

December 2, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 6:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, and Charlie Andring were present.  Councilmember Mike Alexander was absent. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, and Police Chief Kent Russell.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the November 18, 2013 regular City Council meeting. 

All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr said he received a few phone calls concerning the state of the Winona Welding property on Sixth Street.  He asked administration to look into it, and potentially request the business to clean the property up if they can.  Councilmember Andring mentioned he talked to a few residents about their property tax statements and the amount of tax increase the City is proposing.  City Administrator Dan Matejka said this will be covered during the Truth-in-Taxation part of this meeting.  Mayor Baumgart informed the Council he had a conversation with Mr. Bryce Maus, 8210 Sixth Street, who is a member of the Garvin Brook Watershed Committee.  Mr. Maus indicated his group would like to beautify the area around the “Welcome to Goodview” sign on north Highway 61 near Minnesota City.  The Mayor told Mr. Maus to contact City Hall to discuss their ideas about the project.  The Mayor also mentioned he received a complaint from a resident on 44th Avenue, a non-truck route, concerning truck traffic.  Police Chief Russell pointed out his department has dealt with an occasional truck or two in the past who has used 44th Avenue, but they have not seen an increase in such traffic and if they do they will deal with it.
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; the City Administrator gave the Council an update on the meeting he and Director of Public Works Greg Volkart had with CEDA.  He informed the Council they will be meeting again on Thursday, December 12, to prioritize a list of tasks the City would like CEDA to work on in the coming months.  Mr. Matejka also reported that the sewer relining project started today, and will hopefully be completed by the end of the week.

Under notices or communications; the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for December, 2013 was acknowledged, along with letters from both Charter Communications and HBC concerning upcoming pay hikes in the services they provide to Goodview customers. 
Under unfinished business; the City Administrator presented Draft #4 of the 2014 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets.  He explained there was a slight increase in the budget from Draft #3 due to a cost estimate the City received to put wi-fi in City Hall.  He pointed out that even with this slight increase, the proposed levy is still increasing less than one-percent.  Councilmember Ledebuhr indicated he would like to see the City not increase the levy at all, a sentiment shared by all of the other Councilmembers present.  Discussion followed how to get there.  Finally, the Council directed the City Administrator to come back to the next meeting on December 16, with two ideas to accomplish their goal.  At that time the Council will decide which plan, or combination of plans, to choose to keep the levy flat at the same figure it has been for the past two years, $1,361,739.  
Under new business;
(a)  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the cleaning service contract with Michelle Dungy for 2014.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
(b)  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0926, A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EXEMPTION FROM LAWFUL GAMBLING LICENSE FOR THE WINONA SPORTSMEN’S CLUB FOR JANUARY 25, 2014.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under the Other category of the agenda; the City Administrator handed out a letter the City received from a company called HomeServe.  He also informed the Council that Mr. Jim Gernes is going through the process of splitting a parcel of property he owns on Eighth Street into two separate parcels.  Mr. Gernes will pass the legal description of each of the new parcels to the City when completed. 

At this time, the City Administrator briefly went over the information packet for the Truth-in-Taxation part of the meeting.  As a note, there were no City taxpayers in attendance.  Mr. Matejka also informed the Council a requirement of this year’s meeting is to discuss the estimated savings the City could potentially realize as a result of the new sales tax exemption law passed by the 2013 legislature, and how these possible savings will be used for property tax levy reductions, fee reductions, or any other purpose deemed appropriate.  He went onto say in 2012 the City would have saved slightly more than $21,000 if the law was in effect back then.  He informed the Council the City has chosen to use those potential savings to help defray some of the costs in the 2014 proposed budget, thus another purpose deemed appropriate by the City of Goodview. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:35 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, December 16, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

