City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

March 19, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Steve Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Acting Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present.  

City Staff Present: City Administrator, Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander
seconded the Consent Agenda be approved. The agenda included the March, 2012 claims.  The claims totaled $258,527.75 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$150,414.70
Revolving Projects Fund

$    4,811.54
Water Service Fund


$   83,467.58
Sewer Service Fund


$   19,833.93
Councilmember Erdman asked if the City would be reimbursed any of the money paid for the radios. City Administrator, Dan Matejka said no, there will be no reimbursement, it is a budget item, payment number 2 of 3 payments. Ms. Erdman also asked if the amount paid to the City of Winona to finance the 4th quarter of the 2011 sewer treatment charge is an average amount or has it increased? Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart explained that it is one-quarter of the treatment charge and is the average amount. The City of Winona has not raised the rate for treatment for 2012. The contract comes up for renewal in 2014 and the rate may be raised at that time.

All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.
Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires, Acting Mayor informed the council that he will be out of town and unable to attend the “Civil Servants Day” service at the Island City Baptist Church on March 25, 2012.  Councilmember Alexander said that he is bothered that the City of Goodview does not enforce state laws regarding smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, egress windows, etc. and brought up questions about the enforcement of smoke detectors in apartment rentals. A discussion followed. City Administrator, Dan Matejka said that a new building is inspected after it is built but there is no inspection on an annual or regular basis.  Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart said that the apartment owners’ insurance companies perform inspections. Councilmember Alexander said that the City of Winona inspects every 5 years and thinks it should be something for Goodview to consider. Mr. Matejka said that he will explore it further, talk with CMS, the fire department, Goodview’s legal team, and will report back at a later date. 
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff, City Administrator, Dan Matejka presented information on the Building Permit Summary Report for 2011.  The 2011 “Un-audited” Budget Report showing budget-to-actual figures for all funds is informational only, according to Mr. Matejka. The audit is scheduled for the week of April 16th.  The Audit Report will be presented in June. The Goodview Fire Department March Meeting Minutes from March 6, 2012, were also noted.
Under Notices and Communications, City Administrator, Dan Matejka gave an update regarding available Board of Appeal training sessions for Councilmember Alexander. There may not be another training session offered this year because there was a training held in Winona in 2011. There may not be another initial training in the area until 2013. We are fine from a Council standpoint because three of the Council members have taken the training.

Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart led a discussion about the letter from HomeServe dated February 29, 2012. This company, based in Connecticut, offers insurance on water service lines from the main to the house. The City of Rochester currently offers this service for $3/month. Our system is getting older and Mr. Volkart asked if Council would like to consider offering this to Goodview residents. He offered that it would be best to have this service as an option, rather than a requirement, and the City would need at least 500 of the 1200 customers to join this insurance program to make it worth the expense. The Council agreed that this is a good idea and to explore it further. 

The Maintenance Department submitted their on-call schedule for April, 2012.

Under unfinished business, Acting Mayor Steve Baumgart shared that there will be a memorial service on Saturday, April 7th for the infant that was found in a plastic bag in the Mississippi River. 

Under New Business, City Administrator, Dan Matejka explained that we are now over the 4000 resident number and our precincts need to balance.  Precinct 1 and precinct 2 numbers have to be within 5% of each other. Mr. Matejka directed attention to a map showing the precinct divisions and proposed new boundaries, which would put the two precincts within the 5% requirement. RESOLUTION NO 0884, A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE ADJUSTING OF PRECINCT BOUNDARIES WITHIN THE CITY OF GOODVIEW addresses the census blocks. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Resolution No. 0884. Mr. Matejka informed Council that there will be an ad published in the paper showing the new precinct boundaries, along with a map. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Director of Public Works, Greg Volkart explained the revisions to the 2012 Contract with Mr. Bill Whetstone to operate the Goodview Compost Site. 

Under Other, City Administrator, Dan Matejka shared that Julie Fassbender, with Winona’s Park & Recreation program said that effective April 2, 2012, all Winona County residents will pay the same fee. There will no longer be an additional charge for non-residents. As a point of information, Mr. Matejka will be out of the office all of next week. Concerning re-zoning of 6th Street properties, the public hearing is scheduled for the next Council meeting on April 2nd.  Our City Attorney will take a look at some of the questions that were brought up at the last meeting. The owners of the apartment building at 5117 9th Street, with the excess garbage and fire damage, will have until April 15th to pull a building permit, take care of the repairs and remove the accumulated trash.
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:45 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, April 2, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

Acting Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

