City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

March 3, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the February 10, 2014 regular City Council meeting and the February, 2014 claims. The claims totaled $296,634.12 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 151,415.58
Revolving Projects Fund

$     6,146.38

2013A General Obl. Refund Bonds
$        450.00

Water Service Fund


$   71,483.76
Sewer Service Fund


$   67,138.40
 All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under community comment and input; Mr. Rick Bambenek, 6415 Woodland Boulevard, asked the Council to consider putting a guardrail on the north side of the east end of Woodland Boulevard.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said this subject was discussed when the City put a guardrail in further east on Woodland Boulevard near the intersection, and there are currently no plans to extend it.  Mr. Bambenek also, on behalf of his son-in-law Mr. Lorin Thilmany who lives at 6510 Woodland Boulevard, questioned if it is okay for Mr. Thilmany’s neighbor across the street to push his snow across the street into his yard.  Mr. Volkart said the City does give permission to people to move snow as long as it isn’t put on another person’s property.  He went on to say the right-of-way on Woodland Boulevard is 18’ from the back edge of the blacktop to the property line, so most of the snow is in the drainage ditch within the right-of-way. There was a discussion about the drainage ditch at this location, and if it is still functioning as an actual drainage ditch. The City offered to look into this. 
Mr. Jason Gilman, Director of Winona County Planning & Environmental Services, gave an update on what the County has been doing for the City of St. Charles, reminding the Council that the County’s services are available to the City of Goodview, as well.  He then went on to describe a scoping survey Winona County residents have been encouraged to complete.  Mr. Gilman provided an overview of the data they have collected so far. There was a brief discussion after the presentation. Winona County Commissioner Mr. Wayne Valentine was also present, and he shared that the County recently awarded the contracts for updating and remodeling the highway shops in both Elba and Utica.  He indicated the work will commence this spring.

Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr inquired about the pumping agreement with Mr. Kohner.  The City Administrator said he has communicated with Mr. Kohner three times in the last ten days, and as of today nothing has been signed.  Mr. Ledebuhr asked if anything has been received regarding the railroad crossings. Mr. Matejka said he is reading through the information and suggestions received from Mr. Dennis Williams of the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  Councilmember Andring inquired about the allocation of salt and sand. The Director of Public Works said the City has been held at 10% of the salt/sand. Mr. Volkart pointed out the weather is too cold for the salt to work right now. 
Reports of officers, committees, and staff; the City Administrator shared a conversation he had with Winona County Community Services health educator Ms. Andrea Gierok regarding the City’s Board of Health. Mr. Matejka was told cities are not required or allowed to have such a Board.  In fact, the Winona County Community Health Board is the City’s local Board of Health. Therefore, we can eliminate the Board of Health from the listing of City Boards and Commissions.  Mr. Matejka also announced there will be a Public Hearing on Monday, March 17, 2014, for a rezone request by Mr. James Hengel of Lakeside Manor II, LLC who bought the Winona Excavating property. He wants to expand the Lakeside Manor apartment complex by adding approximately 150 units. It will be a $7 million project. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart gave an update on the water line freeze credit, sharing that approximately 350 residents have signed up for the credit of 500 gallons a day in order to keep their water pipes from freezing. This translates to about 33,000 gallons a day, and approximately 1,000,000 gallons during the month of February, 2014. The City Administrator brought attention to the 2013 Budget update for all funds through December 31, 2013. 
Under notices and communications; City Administrator Dan Matejka, noted the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for March, 2014. He also shared the City’s receipt of the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting Award.  This award is for the fiscal year reporting period ended December 31, 2012.  He praised and gave thanks to his staff on a job well done. 
There was no unfinished business.

Under New Business; 
a) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0930, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b) Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0931, A RESOLUTION GRANTING HIAWATHA BROADBAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. A FRANCHISE EXTENSION TO JUNE 30, 2014. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c)    Mr. Ted Hazelton presented a formal request to conduct a fireworks display 
       at LaCanne Park on Saturday, June 14, 2014 for his nephew’s wedding. He
       originally made the request to the City Administrator on December 18, 2013.  
       Mr. Matejka told him the Fire Chief would have to sign off on the request
       first per the City ordinance. He also reminded Mr. Hazelton all City parks
       close at 10:00 p.m. Last week Mr. Hazelton submitted a packet of
       information to the City Administrator’s office, including the Minnesota
       Department of Public Safety State Fire Marshal Division Public Display
       Fireworks Operator Guidelines, dated June 2011. After Mr. Hazelton
       presented his formal request to the City Council, Mr. Matejka, said there are
       still questions to address regarding safety, proximity of the shoot site, timing
       of the display, etc. For that reason, he indicated he will meet with the Fire
       Chief, Police Chief, and Director of Public Works to compile a list of
       questions and concerns, and will then sit down with Mr. Hazelton to discuss
       them. He went on to say he will also bring City Attorney Mark Merchlewitz
       into the conversation. They will then decide whether to approve the request,
       or not. 

d)    Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to
       approve the Southeast Minnesota League of Municipalities (SEMLM) 2014 
       Legislative Policies. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Other; Councilmember Andring asked when the next Emergency Operation Plan Committee meeting will be held. The City Administrator said the meeting will be held on Thursday, March 13, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall. 
Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:18 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, March 17, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
