City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

April 15, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the April 1, 2013 regular city council meeting and the minutes of the April 8, 2013 special meeting. 

 All voted aye and the motion carried to approve the consent agenda.

There was no community comment or input. 

Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr began a discussion about what can be done to eradicate multiple occupants in residential dwellings and “hoarders” in apartment buildings. Councilmember Alexander said unless the City adopts a housing code and has an inspector, there isn’t anything that can be done about the inside of a residence. The County and the State aren’t likely to do anything about it. Police Chief Kent Russell said if there is a health concern inside a residence, and children live there, it will be reported to child protection. The child protection department will decide how to proceed at that point. The County Health Department has been known to inspect a property when there have been complaints about mold, but they will not do anything to control how property owners treat the inside of their residences. Fire Chief Todd Ives added that you need to have a certification process in order to do anything about what is happening inside a rental property. The City of Goodview doesn’t require rentals to be certified. The Fire Department can go to a residence, but the owner does not have to let them inside. If they go into an apartment on a call, and notice something that appears unsafe, or hazardous materials are present, the State Fire Marshal will be called. There is nothing that can be done about a messy house or hoarding. City Administrator Dan Matejka confirmed the City does not have a certification process.  He indicated he would discuss the two topics with the City Attorney to see what he might suggest.  Councilmember Erdman asked about three stoplights near Lake Village. Chief Russell said one of the lights in question is on private property, and the other two have already been reported. Councilmember Ledebuhr thanked Chief Russell for his work at the pancake breakfast benefiting the Goodview Police Reserves Program, while Mayor Baumgart expressed his thanks not only to Chief Russell, but also to Councilmember Ledebuhr for their work at the event.  Chief Russell indicated he thought the event was a success.
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka noted the Goodview Fire Department meeting minutes from April 2, 2013, and the monthly building permit reports for January, February, and March 2013.

There were two items under notices and communications: 

a) Memo from SEMMCHRA on the Minnesota City Participation Program – A First Time Home Buyer Mortgage Program. City Administrator Dan Matejka said this will be displayed on the City bulletin board.
b) Reminder of SEMLM meeting in St. Charles on Monday, April 29, 2013. The City Administrator plans to attend and would like any Council members who would like to attend to let him know this week so he can register everyone at once.
There was no unfinished business.

New business included:
a) RESOLUTION NO. 0910, A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE DESTINATION MEDICAL CENTER PROPOSAL FOR SOUTHEASTERN MINNESOTA. The City Administrator said the resolution was provided by the Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities (SEMLM) asking cities in this part of the State to support the topic. He also brought attention to an article published in the Winona Daily News on April 11, 2013, regarding Mayo’s revised financing plan. After some discussion, Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to support this resolution. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b) RESOLUTION NO. 0911, A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LEGISLATION

            AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MUNICIPAL STREET 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS. The City Administrator explained this resolution comes from the League of Minnesota Cities, and specified it is an enabling legislation which means cities are not required to enact it.  It has been an initiative of the League’s for the past few years to get this legislation passed. It is intended to allow all cities – no matter their population - to establish street improvement districts within their municipality to help pay for street maintenance, repairs and upgrades. The League is asking for a show of support from all Minnesota cities to help pass this legislation through this session. After a lengthy discussion, the Council agreed they do not support this resolution and nothing further was done. Councilmember Ledebuhr suggested the City talk with Representative Drazkowski and Senator Schmidt to amend the proposed legislation to change the minimum population a city needs to be to qualify for State Highway funds from the current 5,000 to 4,000.  This would benefit Goodview since the City currently has a population of just less than 4,100.
Under Other; The City Administrator responded to an earlier request from Councilmember Ledebuhr regarding the SEMMCHRA low interest loan program, offering loans to upgrade residential and business properties. Mr. Matejka informed the Council he received statistics from the organization indicating one business and two residential properties took advantage of the program for a total of approximately $50,000.
Councilmember Andring inquired as to how many survey letters the City received back regarding the potential 63rd Avenue project.  The City Administrator said 12 letters were put into circulation, and half of them have been returned, of which five of those were positive in support of the project.  He went onto say he will be sending out a packet of information to those property owners who weren’t at the meeting asking them to return the survey by April 25, 2013. 

Councilmember Ledebuhr expressed his condolences at the passing of Ms. Anne Whitlock, a longtime Goodview resident. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:40 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, May 6, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

