City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

April 18, 2016
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr and Charlie Andring were present.  Councilmembers Mike Alexander and Sandy Erdman were absent. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the April 4, 2016 regular City Council meeting and the April, 2016 claims. The claims totaled $284,641.12 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 143,734.93
2014 Utility Project


$        118.36
Water Service Fund


$    33,411.41
Sewer Service Fund


$  107,376.42
 All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Community Comment or Input; Mr. Ron Wenzel, 151 Maurl Drive, lives near the intersection of Highway 61 and County Road 23. He is requesting to have a “no jake braking” sign put up because the semi trucks come down that hill and it gets really loud in front of the houses. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said Highway 61 is a State highway and the City cannot put up a sign. We can, however, make a request to the State on Mr. Wenzel’s behalf.  Mr. Volkart agreed to look into it.
Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Andring asked if the City is able to paint cross walk indicators on 6th Street. Mr. Andring said drivers tend to roll through the stop sign when turning right onto 6th Street from both 44th and 41st  Avenues and he has almost been hit at those locations a couple of times. The Director of Public Works said the County no longer marks cross walks on 6th Street and the City is responsible for them. He agreed to check into it. 
Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. and opened the public hearing for the purpose of considering an application for a five foot variance in the rear yard setback requirement for the properties located at 5145 and 5155 7th Street for the construction of two townhomes.
Mr. Bill Baker and Mr. Keith Dencker were in attendance to explain what the project entails. They want to put two 2-bedroom townhouses on the lot and are asking for a five foot variance in the back to offer more room inside the units. 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Stanek, 5150 7th Place, asked that Mr. Baker put up a fence to offer privacy between the properties, since they are moving five feet closer to their back yard. The City Administrator read a letter emailed from Amanda and Dietrich Flesch who live at 5140 7th Place. They asked that the variance be from the front set back, instead of the rear. After a discussion, Mr. Baker said he is fine with switching this project to the front set back. Mr. Volkart said he will take measurements tomorrow morning to determine if the front yard set back will require a variance or not. If no variance is necessary, Mr. Baker will change his plans and move the project forward on the property. If he does this, he will not put up a fence in the back. If Mr. Baker decides to use the variance to the rear of the property, he agreed to put up a fence for the Staneks. Mr. Stanek said he would like the good side of the fence to face their back yard (contradictory to City ordinance) and Mr. Baker agreed to this. 
The public hearing was closed at 5:33 p.m. and the regular meeting resumed.

Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; the City Administrator noted the Fire Department meeting minutes from April 5, 2016.

There were no Notices or Communications.

Under Unfinished Business; Mr. Ray Borglum presented information addressing questions raised by the Council during the April 4, 2016 Council meeting regarding his variance request. To address the watershed concern, he will put crushed rock down instead of cement, thus allowing the water to soak into the sandy soil. He also shared detailed plans of the accessory building showing that it will not be a pole shed. Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the variance request of 598 square feet in the maximum allowable square footage for an accessory building for the property located at 4214 West 9th Street for the construction of a storage garage. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under New Business; Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the variance request of five feet in the rear yard setback requirement for the properties located at 5145 and 5155 7th Street for the construction of two townhomes, with the condition that Mr. Bill Baker put up a privacy fence along the Stanek property at 5150 7th Place. During discussion the City Administrator reiterated that if Mr. Baker decides to move the building forward five feet, and he can do this without requesting a front yard setback variance, he will not put up a fence on the Stanek property. If a variance is needed to move the project five feet to the front, Mr. Baker will return to the next Council meeting on May 2nd for a public hearing and Council approval. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Other; Councilmember Andring asked if the fire truck is now housed inside the new fire hall addition. Mr. Volkart said yes, it has been there for the last month-and-a-half. City Administrator Dan Matejka gave an update on the hiring process for the new Maintenance IV position, reporting that we received 46 applications. Mr. Matejka, Mr. Volkart, and Mr. Schultz will review the applications and select 4 – 6 applicants to interview next week. Mr. Matejka also shared that during the May 2nd regular Council meeting there will be an annexation Resolution for the Sundown Motel. It was sold, demolished, and the new owners have requested annexation into the City. They will be constructing four twin homes intended for sale.   
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:43 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

