City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

April 21, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the April 7, 2014 regular City Council meeting and the April, 2014 claims. The claims totaled $179,925.70 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 141,272.06

Water Service Fund


$   21,268.63

Sewer Service Fund


$   17,385.01

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input. 
Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Erdman said the parking by the Winona Lighting Studio needs to be looked into. There are many employees and visitors parking along the street in front of people’s houses when there appears to be plenty of spaces available in the off-street lots made available by the company.  She would like someone to talk to management and ask them to remind their staff to park in these available spaces when possible.  Mayor Baumgart shared that he will be out of town and not able to attend the next City Council meeting on Monday, May 5, 2014. While on the subject of the May 5th Council meeting, City Administrator Dan Matejka announced there will be a public hearing for a variance request during that meeting. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported that Mr. Dan Herman, at 4245 West 6th Street, will be requesting a three-foot variance in the side yard setback requirements for an attached garage.  Mr. Herman would like to build a new three-car attached garage on the front of the house and have it align with the house which is two-feet off the property line.  City ordinance calls for a five-foot setback in this situation.
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; Councilmember Ledebuhr asked how things were coming along with the 63rd Avenue utility and street project.  The Director of Public Works said there is no bid date set yet, but they are working to get it done as soon as possible.  The City Administrator shared that the engineering firm of Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc. (SEH) from LaCrosse, WI, approached the City about the whistle-free railroad crossing issue. They delivered a presentation to Mr. Matejka and Mr. Volkart, and offered to submit a proposal to do a study on the potential project.  Councilmember Ledebuhr asked about the costs of such a study, which Mr. Matejka said the company estimated around $15,000. 
Under Notices and Communications; City Administrator Dan Matejka noted:
a) A flyer from Winona Area Public Schools about the WALK, BIKE, & ROLL… to school in May campaign. As part of the National Walk & Bike to School Month, and to motivate kids to become more physically active, Goodview Elementary students will be dropped off at the Goodview Fire Station each Wednesday morning during the month of May, where adult volunteers will walk, bike, and roll with the students to school. They are looking for adult volunteers. 
b) The Board of Equalization training hosted by Winona County in August, 2014. The City of Goodview needs two Councilmembers to be certified.  All five Councilmembers indicated they will plan to attend the training.  Mr. Matejka said he will get all five registered immediately.
There was no unfinished business.

Under New Business; Mr. Rick Howden with CEDA, presented a Business Survey Report using results from the Retention and Expansion survey given to Goodview businesses.  He indicated he sent out 111 surveys, and received 20 back.  He also said he personally met with 10 business owners.  There was a discussion by the Council about the City possibly creating an Economic Development Authority (EDA), and how this study may assist in that process.  
Under Other; the City Administrator shared that the Wittenberg apartment buildings on Service Drive are up for sale and the potential buyer is also possibly interested in purchasing the house right behind the complex on Ninth Street which is also for sale. The potential buyer has inquired, if both sales go through, into the possibility of moving the house and creating a parking lot in the open space.  The issue is if a parking lot is permitted or not in a D-1 Residential Dwelling Zone by City ordinance.  Mr. Matejka is working with City Attorney Mark Merchlewitz to determine this.  On the subject of rental housing within the City, Councilmember Ledebuhr reiterated his desire to find a way to put a limit on the number of all rentals in the City. After a discussion, the City Administrator said he will continue looking into this. 
Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:00 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, May 5, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

