City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

April 4, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Mayor Baumgart introduced Mr. Steve Sarvi, the new City Manager for the City of Winona. Mr. Sarvi said he is looking forward to working together in the future.
Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman 



seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The 



agenda included the minutes of the March 21, 2016 regular City 



Council meeting.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Community Comment or Input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Erdman wondered about Eric and Jody Brom’s plans for Goodview Haven, a residential and business venture which will be located at 3655 6th Street. City Administrator Dan Matejka said the Broms approached the City informally about what they are planning to do with the property. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said the property is zoned commercial and it is okay for them to move forward with their plans. Ms. Erdman also suggested the City of Goodview create a Facebook page, as a place to post a large variety of City news and promote businesses. Councilmember Alexander said he thought this was a good idea. The City Administrator said he will explore the idea. 
Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular meeting at 5:07 p.m. and opened the public hearing for the purpose of considering an application for a variance of 598 square feet in the maximum allowable square footage for an accessory building for the property located at 4214 West 9th Street for the construction of a storage garage.  The City Administrator explained that this property owned by Mr. & Mrs. Borglum currently has a 20’ x 44’ garage. Their neighbor, Mr. Geoff Furstenau, 4228 9th Street, wants to take the existing garage and move it to his property next door. The Borglum’s then want to build a 27’ x 48’ garage in its place. The variance is needed because City ordinance states the square footage of any accessory buildings cannot exceed 80% of the square footage of the house. 
Mr. Bob Richardson, 865 41st Avenue, asked how much dirt will be removed or added to make the lot next door level for the garage. Ms. Borglum said that Mr. Todd Walchak will be preparing both yards for this project. The current concrete pad will be removed and both yards will be built up about a foot before pouring the new concrete pads. They will be designed to allow water to drain to the middle between the two yards and out to the alley.

Ms. Judy Lockwood, 4160 9th Street, lives next door, east of the Borglum residence and expressed a concern about how much water will come onto her property because of the new garage. Her property sits lower than the Borglum property. Ms. Lockwood said she is not against the building of the garage, but is concerned if they build up the land another foot, it will cause even more water to run onto her property. Ms. Borglum said they plan to build up the back and the side of the garage that runs parallel to the fence and add a retaining wall. Councilmember Alexander asked if the Borglums would be willing to put up gutters and downspouts to direct the water away from the Lockwood property.

Ms. Borglum said yes they are open to gutters and already plan to direct the water to the west of the property, not east towards the Lockwood residence. The concrete and gravel work will direct the water to the west and back to the alley.
Mr. Richardson said he also has no objection to this garage and variance. He is concerned about where the water will go because he has the lowest lot along the alley and is concerned about the pitch of the concrete and the potential for even more water to run onto his property. There was a discussion about the alley. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said it has been City policy not to maintain any alleys in the City. If the City were to get involved, they would have to contract the work out. Mr. Richardson was also concerned about how both garages may block the street light in the alley making it even darker, thus causing a potential safety issue for kids in the neighborhood.
Mr. Stan Langowski, 4215 9th Street, said he is concerned about what the garage is going to look like from his front window. Ms. Borglum said the new garage will be 15’ at the peak, which is shorter than the current 19’ garage, and will sit east/west on the property. Ms. Borglum added that it will be a metal Lester building being constructed by Kevin Larsen.
The City Administrator said he told Mr. Borglum that City ordinance states that this new garage cannot be a metal pole shed. If the plans are for a pole shed, this will need to be addressed.  He asked Ms. Borglum to have Mr. Borglum come in and talk to him about the construction materials. Mr. Richardson suggested the City Council table this variance request and find out if the plans are for a pole shed and also what might be done about the alley. 
The public hearing was closed at 5:30 p.m. and the regular meeting resumed.
Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to table this variance application until the next council meeting on April 18. All voted aye and motion carried. 
Council directed the Director of Public Works and his department to take a look at the alley in question and come back with information and options for repair. 
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; the City Administrator shared the time line for replacing the Maintenance IV position. The job will be published in the Winona Daily News on April 6, 2016 and it will run Wednesdays and Sundays for two weeks. The application deadline is April 18, 2016. Interviews will take place the last week of April with the hope the new employee will begin no later than May 16, 2016. 
Police Chief Kent Russell reported the following;

a) He signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Winona County Attorney’s office.  The County has secured a grant for the Dual Status Youth Initiative. This serves all juvenile children within Winona County who have committed crimes and are in both the child welfare and juvenile justice systems. This is a collaborate effort to bring all parties involved together; including law enforcement, judges, human resources, child protection, and county attorneys, so information can be shared on certain youth. The goal is to get them out of the criminal system. In sharing information, they hope to find out why the kids are committing crimes and work with the families to address those issues. There are two or three counties in Minnesota who are currently participating in this initiative and have reported much success.  Mayor Steve Baumgart said there is a presentation offered by the Alliance Substance Abuse Prevention group to be held on April 12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the East End Recreation Center and thought this was somewhat in correlation to what this program the Chief described. 
b) The new police squad will be up and running in a month’s time. The City maintains a fleet of six vehicles. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked if we needed to have six vehicles and Chief Russell said yes. There are four full-time officers who each take a vehicle home. There is a fifth vehicle to be shared with the ¾-time officer and the new officer to be hired. The sixth vehicle is used by the reserves on the weekends. Councilmember Ledebuhr wondered if the City could save money by having fewer vehicles if the full-time officers pick up their squads at the station, rather than taking them home at the end of each shift. Chief Russell said taking the squads home is written in the department’s policy manual.  He stated, and the City Administrator agreed, there may be an issue with the union if we cease this practice.  Mayor Baumgart asked the City Administrator to have Brandon Fitzsimmons, the City’s lawyer who has handled the negotiations with the Police Union, look into it.
c) Winona County Emergency Management now has their own website.
d) There are IRS scammers making calls in our area. They will often leave a message saying they are going to file a lawsuit against the individual(s) receiving the message, and then give a phone number to call.  The Chief just asked to please remind our citizens that the IRS never makes phone calls. The best thing to do is hang up without giving any information. The IRS does have a place on its website to collect the scam phone numbers.    

The City Administrator also noted the monthly building permit reports for February and March, 2016.

There were no Notices or Communications.

There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; 
a)  The variance request of 598 square feet in the maximum allowable square footage for an accessory building for the property located at 4214 West 9th Street for the construction of a storage garage was tabled until the April 18, 2016 meeting.

b) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 1001, A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING REINSTATEMENT OF TAX RECIPROCITY FOR MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN. All voted aye and the motion carried.

c) Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the street lights for 9th Street in the new part of the Lakeside Manor project. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart explained that during a previous Council meeting it was brought up there were no street lights in this area so he checked into it. Xcel Energy has changed their policy and they now charge for excessive distances. The cost to the City is approximately $5,100 and will come out of reserves, if necessary. After a brief discussion, all voted aye and the motion carried. 
d) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 1002, A RESOLUTION GRANTING CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS A FRANCHISE EXTENSION THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2016. All voted aye and the motion carried.  

There was no other business. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:58 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, April 18, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor
_______________________________

City Administrator
