City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

May 2, 2016
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Mayor Baumgart asked the Goodview First Responders who were present to introduce themselves to the City Council.  The Council expressed their appreciation for all that these valued volunteers do for the City of Goodview. The current squad leader, Ms. Jen Anderson, said there are currently 20 First Responders on the roster. 
Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr 



seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The




agenda included the minutes of the April 18, 2016 regular City 



Council meeting.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Consent agenda addendum: Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the hiring of Mr. David Clark in the Maintenance IV position, effective May 16, 2016. City Administrator Dan Matejka shared that the City received 46 applications and interviewed six people before offering the position to Mr. Clark, who accepted the offer. All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Community Comment or Input.
Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr brought up an ongoing concern about the American Plumbing property at 450 44th Avenue and wondered if there is anything the City can do to make the owner clean it up. The City Administrator said he met with the prospective buyers of the property last month and they believe they are getting closer to finalizing the purchase.  Mr. Matejka went on to say he has made several attempts to contact the owner, but hasn’t gotten any response.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said the owner considers the property a construction yard and uses that as a reason to excuse its appearance.  
Councilmember Erdman said this is a good time of the year to clean up weeds and wondered if we should post our weed ordinance in the newspaper as a reminder. The City Administrator said we deal with weed issues on a case by case basis and this has been working well. He did not feel there is a need for an announcement in the newspaper. Ms. Erdman continued by saying that she would like the City of Goodview to offer its citizens something similar to what Winona is doing with their Engage Winona program. She would like to get a similar conversation going in Goodview and invite people to share their ideas and plans for the future of Goodview. City Administrator Dan Matejka, who participated in the Engage Winona meeting, said there is a lot of overlap with Winona and Goodview and a lot of what was discussed would potentially enhance our City as well. 
Councilmember Alexander thanked the Council for the get well card and good wishes as he recovers from knee surgery. 
Mayor Baumgart recently attended a Mayor’s conference and brought home a lot of good information. There were 150 in attendance. The League of Minnesota Cities addressed issues concerning smaller cities in rural Minnesota. He also shared that the Minneapolis and St. Paul area wants to be considered to host the 2023 World’s Fair, which would bring an estimated 50 million people to our state. 
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; the City Administrator addressed the idea of creating a Facebook page for the City of Goodview and said Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler will begin looking into it. Mr. Matejka reported the field work for the audit is complete, there were no issues, and they will make a presentation to the Council during the second City council meeting in June. Also, there will be a notice in the Winona Daily News tomorrow announcing the filing period for the upcoming elections. The filing period will run from May 17 through May 31. The Mayor’s seat is up for re-election as well as the two City Council seats currently held by Councilmembers Andring and Erdman.  He went on to say that he was contacted by Senator Matt Schmit who said $301,000 for the Goodview Quiet Zone project will be unveiled as part of the Senate Capital Investment Bill.  Obviously this is good news for the City.  Now the key thing is for the House to include it in their bill when they announce it.  Mr. Matejka sent Senator Schmit’s information to Representatives Drazkowski and Pelowski for their information. The City Administrator ended his report by sharing a variance request letter from Mr. Mike Ellefson to put up a ten-garage stall building on the highway side of the apartment building at 7080 Highway 61. This will be the purpose behind a public hearing to be held during the next City Council meeting on May 16, 2016.

Police Chief Kent Russell addressed the no jake braking signage request that Mr. Ron Wenzel made at the last Council meeting. The State responded to the City’s initial inquiry and the City discovered it will cost approximately $800 for a sign that will be difficult to enforce from a Police standpoint.  The Chief explained the City would need to pass a Resolution requesting the sign be put up. The Police Chief will continue to look into this and will have another conversation with Mr. Wenzel. Chief Russell and Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz are looking into safety issues at pedestrian crossings throughout the city and will return with recommendations in a few weeks.
Director of Public Works Greg Volkart announced that this will be the last Council meeting he attends before his retirement. The City Administrator said Mr. Volkart’s last day will be Thursday, May 26th and the City is planning to have an open house in his honor at LaCanne Park from 2:30 – 5:00 p.m. on the 26th.  Refreshments will be served. The Winona Daily News will publish an article about Mr. Volkart and his 41 years of service to the City of Goodview, and announce the open house. 
Notices and Communications included; the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for May, 2016.

There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; 
a)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 1003, A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF GOODVIEW AND THE TOWNSHIP OF ROLLINGSTONE AS TO THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION OF SUNDOWN INVESTMENTS, LLC (formerly Sundown Motel) PROPERTY. After a brief discussion about the project, all voted aye and the motion carried.
b)  Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Ordinance 2016-01, an ordinance setting the filing fee for a municipal office at $15.00. The City Administrator said this was part of the 2016 budget approved by the Council last December.  He explained that the legislature gave cities of the fourth class like Goodview the authority to increase the fee from $2.00 by adopting an ordinance doing so. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c)  Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the recommended job points for three City positions. The City Administrator explained that because we are in the midst of staff changes, it was a good time to re-evaluate the job points for all of the City positions. In reviewing all of the positions, there are three being recommended for an increase of job points:  Maintenance I, General Services/Accountant and Clerk Typist/Accounting Technician. The total increase for salaries and benefits will be approximately $11,500 with 50% covered by the general fund, and 25% by each of the water and sewer funds.  He explained there is money in budget to cover this expense as some previously budgeted items have not occurred. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Other, Councilmember Andring reminded the Council there is an EDA meeting scheduled for this Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.
Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:45 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, May 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 
________________________________

                          Mayor
_______________________________

City Administrator

