City of Goodview

Improvement Hearing – 63rd Avenue and 5th Street utility & street improvements project

City Council Minutes

May 29, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 7:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present.  Councilmember Dick Ledebuhr was absent. 

City Staff Present: Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

The following information was given to those in attendance:  The total estimated cost of this project is $1,584,220 of which a reasonable estimate of the total amount to be assessed is $917,822. As communicated at the informational meeting held on Monday, April 8, 2013, the City calculated a total of estimated assessments for 24 developed lots at $614,400 with individual assessments not to exceed $25,600, with the balance to be assessed to the one undeveloped lot.
Mayor Baumgart welcomed those in attendance and introduced City Engineer, Mr. Bill Trygstad with Zenk Read Trygstad & Associates, Inc.

The City held a public meeting on April 8, 2013, and tonight’s meeting will meet the state requirement for a public improvement hearing. Mr. Trygstad presented an overview of the proposed 63rd Avenue and 5th Street utility and street improvements project, explaining in detail the project’s sanitary sewer, water, and storm sewer plans.

The Mayor opened the meeting up for questions. Mr. Kollin Foss with Winona Aggregate wanted to know why the project ends right at the line of 69th Avenue instead of going through. He also expressed a concern about truck traffic on 69th Avenue during the transition. Mr. Trygstad explained the project goes to 69th Avenue because that is where the City currently has existing water and sewer lines. In the future it could be extended west. The City can take a closer look at it when the time comes and make changes accordingly. A concern was expressed about trucks from Badger making u-turns in their business parking lot within the project area, and suggesting that Badger open up their fence 5’ in each direction. It also may be an enforcement issue. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported that the businesses along 5th Street have requested drive-over curbing so they can get in and out of their business property easily. Mr. Trygstad said the City will ultimately decide what kind of curb to put in. If the property owners request it, they can put a drive-over curb on that side. On 63rd Avenue, there will be a B Style curb (B618) with a 6” high curb except at driveways. Ultimately the Council will decide what curbs to use. Councilmember Alexander asked if the storm sewer will go into the holding pond or straight into Lake Goodview. Mr. Trygstad said it will go straight into Lake Goodview where the pump station is. Mr. Steve Kwosek, 6435 5th Street, asked if the project cost of $1.5 million is an estimate or a bid. Mr. Trygstad said it is an estimate, based on past projects and current prices.  Mr. Kwosek also asked if anything else could be added to the assessment cost. Mr. Volkart explained that the “not to exceed amount" is $25,600. If the bids come in over what we are expecting, the City will do what is necessary and the assessment cost will not go over $25,600. A question was presented about the three plan options and if Plan C was off the table. Mr. Trygstad replied that this improvement hearing is for Plan A, with only a couple of modifications. Mr. Volkart explained that Plan C only served the 63rd Avenue area and the cost was higher. The City wanted to have the project include 69th Avenue so they have the option to go west on Wenonah Road at some point in the future. Mr. Eugene Mueller said at the April 8th meeting, the cost was $22,181. Tonight the cost is $25,600 and he wondered what happened to the lower cost option. Mr. Trygstad explained that $25,600 is the maximum possible cost. When asked if the assessment would be split evenly between the properties, Mr. Volkart said yes, the project is based on an equal assessment. Mr. Foss asked if the assessment is applied whether the property owner chooses to hook up to it or not. Councilmember Andring explained that a person can continue using their own well and septic as long as the septic system continues to pass inspection. However, you will be required to hook up if your septic system is not in compliance when tested. The County regulations state it has to be tested every five years. 
Mr. Shawn Kohner, 6366 5th Street, asked where the City goes from here. Mr. Trygstad explained that under state statutes, before the City can proceed with special assessments, there has to be a public (improvement) hearing, which is taking place tonight. The next step is for the Council to decide whether to move forward with this project, or not. If they decide to proceed, they will need to get plans and specs put together in order to get bids. The City will need railroad permits, which can take time. There is a County permit needed, as well. The project needs to be fully designed before applying for these permits.  In Mr. Trygstad’s opinion, the earliest the City can expect to get bids is probably late summer of this year. Further, he said there would not be any concrete or blacktop laid until next year, which gives time to allow the trenches to settle. There will be quite a bit of time involved because of permits and the size of the project. Someone asked about traffic during the project and was told that traffic will be maintained during the project with minimal interruption. With regards to how long property owners have to pay off the assessment, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said it would depend on the bond issue, and the minimum bonding period for repayment is 15 years.

Mayor Baumgart explained that nothing will be decided on until the next City Council meeting scheduled for next Monday, June 3, 2013, at Goodview City Hall. 
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn. All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 7:27 p.m. 
                     ________________________________

      Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
