City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

May 5, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Ledebuhr at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Acting Mayor Dick Ledebuhr, and Councilmembers Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. Mayor Steve Baumgart was absent. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the April 21, 2014 regular City Council meeting.   All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Erdman shared she is having surgery on Tuesday, May 13, 2014, and as a result will miss at least the next two Council meetings.  However, she indicated she will stay in contact with the Council and City administration during her absence.
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka reported the fieldwork for the City’s 2013 audit is complete and all indications are it went well. The final report will be presented by Russell and Associates at the regular Council meeting on June 16, 2014. He continued with news that he has begun working with Winona Agency to put together a new health insurance plan for 2015. Winona Agency plans to post a health insurance related questionnaire online for all eligible employees to complete. The City Administrator said the new health care plan options will be presented during the 2015 budget discussion. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said 6th Street is scheduled to be swept by the County this week. Mr. Volkart also spoke recently with City Engineer Bill Trygstad about the 63rd Avenue and 5th Street project.  He said the Engineer is projecting a bid opening for the project on Monday, June 16, 2014, with the thought process the Council could approve the bids and award the contract that night at their regular City Council meeting.  The completion date for the project is being planned for December 1, 2014, with the exception of landscaping and the final lift of black top, which would be completed in the spring of 2015.  Acting Mayor Ledebuhr inquired on the status of obtaining the two easements for the project, of which he was told it is progressing.
Acting Mayor Ledebuhr suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. and opened the public hearing for the purpose of considering an application for a three-foot variance in the side yard setback requirement for an attached accessory building for the property located at 4245 West 6th Street for the construction of a three-car garage. Ms. Lehua Maloney, 4235 West 6th Street asked for details on the proposed garage and expressed concerns as to how it will impact her property. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart explained the setback requirement and what the variance request means. Mr. Dan Hermann, the property owner making the request, said he wants the proposed garage to lineup even with the house. Mr. Hermann said he will do everything possible to have a minimal impact on Ms. Maloney’s property, including putting up a rain gutter to direct the water to his front yard, away from the Maloney property. Ms. Maloney said she is against the two-foot setback because it is too close to her house and she expressed concerns about safety, fire prevention, privacy, and property value. Mr. Hermann said he believes the Maloney’s fence is currently sitting on his property and asked that this item be tabled until lot lines can be determined. There was a lengthy discussion about the property line and where it actually lies. Although the City does not formally get involved in property line disputes, Mr. Volkart offered to try and locate the lot stakes between the two properties as points of reference.  Ms. Maloney said that although she is curious about the property line, she is not interested in having a formal survey done. She went on to say she is against the variance request, and believes the Council should adhere to the five-foot setback requirement as stated in the ordinance and deny the request.  Acting Mayor Ledebuhr said he believes the property should be surveyed to determine the actual property line.  The public hearing was closed at 5:18 p.m. and the regular meeting resumed.

Under Notices and Communications; 

   Both items presented as follows were noted by the Council,

a) Maintenance Department on-call schedule for May, 2014.
b) The CEDA 2013 Annual Report.  The City Administrator indicated that both he and Mayor Baumgart will be attending the CEDA annual meeting on Friday, May 9, 2014 in Blooming Prairie, MN.

There was no unfinished business.

Under New Business; 

a) 1. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to table the variance request of three-feet in the side yard setback requirement for an attached accessory building for the property located at 4245 West 6th Street for the construction of a three-car garage until more information is gathered.  Councilmembers Erdman and Andring voted aye.  Acting Mayor Ledebuhr and Councilmember Alexander voted nay. The motion to table the variance request failed.
2. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to vote on the variance request.  After discussion took place clarifying the motion, the motion passed three-to-one with Councilmember Erdman voting nay.

3. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the variance request. Councilmembers Erdman and Andring voted aye, with Acting Mayor Ledebuhr and Councilmember Alexander voting nay. The motion failed and the variance request was denied. 
b) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0933, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the Agreement of Understanding letter with Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. to conduct a Railroad Quiet Zone Study for the four crossings in Goodview and the one in Minnesota City.  The estimated price of the study for all five railroad crossings will not exceed $16,900.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
There was no other business.
Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:39 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, May 19, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________
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_______________________________

City Administrator

