City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

July 1, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, and Mike Alexander were present. Councilmember Charlie Andring was absent.
City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved. The agenda included the minutes of the June 17, 2013 regular City Council meeting and the June, 2013 claims. The claims totaled $215,609.17 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 126,667.16

Water Service Fund


$   21,302.76

Sewer Service Fund


$   67,639.25

Councilmember Ledebuhr asked the City Administrator if he had information on CJ Signage selling Goodview Fire Department stickers for $7. Mr. Matejka said he spoke with Fire Chief Todd Ives and was told they did not end up participating in this fundraiser.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under community comment or input; Winona County District 3 Commissioner Mr. Steve Jacob was in attendance visiting local townships and city councils to find out what issues and concerns there are. City Administrator Dan Matejka shared that the City of Goodview continues to do what they can to establish a whistle free railroad zone in Goodview. He and Winona County’s Planning and Environmental Services Director Jason Gilman are considering attempting to ask for State bonding dollars for this project.  The thought process being there are three municipalities within Winona County which would benefit from such a request, and the state bonding bill is typically for issues of regional and state importance. If they pursue this option, there will need to be legislative support from our local State Representatives and Senators. He plans to talk to bring it up to State Senator Matt Schmit when the Senator arrives later in the meeting. Commissioner Jacob offered his assistance and support. Councilmember Ledebuhr complimented Commissioner Jacob on his work.

Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr asked when Winona County Administrator Mr. Duane Hebert was going to attend a Council meeting and address their concerns about the LETG software and the cost, if any, to the City. The City Administrator said he met with Mr. Hebert, who apologized for possibly pressuring the Council to vote on the City’s participation with the program at the May 20, 2013 meeting. A summary of their conversation included Mr. Hebert indicating there will be no financial contributions required from the City for the project during the next five years.  The only exception would be if the City chose to replace its refurbished laptops with newer models, or any other hardware the City would desire to run the program (i.e.; scanners, etc.).  Mr. Hebert did indicate if the City chose to replace the laptops, this could be a County-wide purchase, similar to what was done a few years ago with the 800 meghz radio project, with a two or three year payback plan. One of the major concerns of the Council was the potential large cost to cover the maintenance agreement at the end of the initial five-year term.  Mr. Hebert assured Mr. Matejka that there will be no maintenance fees charged to the smaller cities of the County like Goodview, Lewiston, and St. Charles. The coverage of these fees will be an arrangement between the City of Winona and Winona County. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked if we could get all of these commitments in writing.  Commissioner Jacob said he spent quite a bit of time looking over the LETG contract and indicated he will work with the County Administrator to get a signed agreement between the County and the City spelling out these points. Councilmember Alexander asked if there will be a need to employ a full time staff person to enter the data into the system. Commissioner Jacob said the LETG company will perform the back-up service. Theoretically, this program will require less input time and will effectively reduce the man hours for the same amount of information. He pointed out that the LETG company was not the cheapest company to go with, but they are the most user friendly and offer the least amount of repetition and redundancy.

Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka reported on the potential west end project in the Minnesota City bus barn area, also known as the Kowalewski subdivision. He is drafting a letter which will go to the Township Board for their informal approval. Once a final draft is approved on, the letter will be mailed to approximately 120 Township residents. Mr. Matejka also presented new information about the Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) grant, and the letter the City received dated March 21 from MnDOT about payback of funds reimbursed.  He reminded the Council the City spent approximately $14,000 for preliminary engineering and design work done by Yaggy Colby. Now, MnDOT is asking for that money back because the City rejected the grant and won’t be going through with the project. He pointed out one option is for the City to finish the engineering and design phase of the project and then complete the project with our own funds within the next ten years. Mr. Matejka asked the State if we choose this option would those costs (approximately $7,000 to $9,000) be reimbursed, of which he was told no, because it no longer is a formal SRTS grant. The Council discussed this and could not find a reason to pursue this option. Councilmember Ledebuhr said the City should not have to reimburse the funds, reminding the Council the 
City was under the impression, from both Yaggy Colby and Winona County Engineer Mr. David Kramer, that there were two separate grants; one for preliminary engineering, the other for the actual construction of the project. The City thought they had up until the time of receiving bids to decide whether or not to do the project, thus rejecting the second grant. The City Administrator pointed out the letter from MnDOT refers to a State statute regarding what happens with the funds if the grant is rejected.  He said he will have the City Attorney review the letter and the corresponding State statute, and will report back to the Council.  The City Administrator also gave an update on the old B&B building and the brewing company’s progress. They are waiting to receive their manufacturing license from the State. Once they get it, they will come back to the City Council for both a tap room and Growlers license. The City will need to amend the ordinance pertaining to liquor licenses in order to create these two new licenses.  This will be done at the next City Council meeting on July 22, 2013.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, gave an update on the WE Valley overlay project. Due to the fact there were no cuts to Local Government Aid (LGA) during the last legislative session, the City will go forward with the project which will include not only overlays but also some curb and gutter repair.  He estimated the project will be completed by the end of August.  He also updated the Council on the continuous sewer relining project.  This year the City is planning to spend a little over $100,000 worth of work to be done.  The plans are to continue this program every year until all the cement lined pipe is done. Mr. Volkart also reported the City purchased a used sewer vactor truck for about $37,000. He showed the Council pictures of the truck up on the new hoist system the City purchased last year, which is housed in the old FedEx building the City purchased.  Councilmember Ledebuhr complimented Maintenance II Worker Dave Schultz on doing a good job sweeping and cleaning the streets. Councilmember Erdman asked if Mr. Ron Zeigler with Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA) will make a presentation to the Council.  Mr. Matejka said he will try to arrange this for one of the next two City Council meetings.  She also added that she has experienced a lot of rust in the water at her house. Mr. Volkart said the water mains have been flushed and he will drain a couple of the hydrants near her residence to see if that helps. 

Under Notices and Communications; Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said the 2012 Drinking Water Report was published. This is required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and is enforced by the Minnesota Department of Health. The City Administrator noted the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for July, 2013.
There was no unfinished business to report.

Under New Business:
a) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded that the Goodview Activity Group liquor license be approved as presented. The City Administrator pointed out this license is a strong beer on sale authorization for Goodview Days.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

b) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve the cigarette license application from Kwik Trip. All voted aye and the motion carried.  

c) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve a request from Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler to take a three-day unpaid leave from July 17 through July 19, 2013. All voted aye and the motion carried.  
State Senator Mr. Matt Schmit arrived at 5:30 p.m. and presented an update on the last legislative session. He stated that their priorities were balancing the budget in a meaningful way in the next 4-10 years, LGA, sales tax exemption, and funding for K-12 education. Senator Schmit believes that the Rochester destination medical center will go a long way in promoting economic development and job growth in Southeastern Minnesota. He also mentioned he is leading the charge to repeal the warehouse tax. 
City Administrator Dan Matejka brought the following items up for the Senator’s consideration:  

1. LGA - as we begin working on the 2014 budget, can we count on the $113,000 increase in LGA money, indicating the City is estimated to receive around $250,000 next year?  Senator Schmit said the State is going through a growth curve now, and are not going to make any last minute cuts. 
2. Sales tax exemption – why not just include everything across the board? Why some things are exempt and some aren’t? Senator Schmit said that much of the decision is about making the dollars line up. He agrees it would be easier if it was all or none and he will relay the sentiment back to his colleagues. He said to let him know if there is an area of the new law the City is specifically concerned about.
3. Whistle free zone – As mentioned earlier, the City approached Winona County to sponsor a State bonding bill project to establish a whistle free railroad zone, believing it qualifies as having significance both regionally and state-wise. The City hopes to work with both the cities of Winona and Minnesota City to upgrade all the railroad crossings and make the whole stretch whistle free. Mr. Matejka acknowledged that the deadline to submit bonding requests has passed, but he is under the impression the Senator can add to it.  Senator Schmit said he is on the Senate Bonding Committee, along with Senator Jeremy Miller, which is good for this area. The bills are assembled in a legislative process and it’s still live right now. He encouraged the City Administrator to stay in touch if he wants to add this project.
4. Safe Routes to School Grant - Also discussed earlier, the City Administrator reviewed was has transpired to date on the project.  The City is asking for the Senator’s help to solve the situation concerning payback of reimbursed funds.  The Senator said he will be happy to have a conversation with the City Administrator about this, and will look at the information and documentation about this grant. 

There was no other business.
Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:45 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, July 22, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

