City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

July 21, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the July 7, 2014 regular City Council meeting and the July, 2014 claims. The claims totaled $266,249.07 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 134,876.20

Revolving Projects Fund

$   78,062.96

Water Service Fund


$   31,396.51

Sewer Service Fund


$   21,913.40

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Mayor Baumgart apologized for speaking on behalf of the Council during a discussion about purchasing a fire truck, when in fact, he was sharing his own personal opinion. 
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka shared the 2014 Budget update for all funds through May 31, 2014. This included the audited figures for 2013.

Under Notices and Communication; the City Administrator noted the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for August, 2014.

Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. and opened the public hearing for the purpose to consider an application for a 1.5 foot variance in the property line setback requirement of 2 feet for a detached accessory building for the property located at 755 53rd Avenue for the construction of a detached garage.
Mr. Joe Heer, who is making the request, shared he is purchasing the property and would like to build a detached garage on the lot.  Instead of building a 14-foot wide garage, he would like permission to add an extra two feet to the width of the garage. Ms. Barb Passe, 820 53rd Avenue, said she is against it. Ms. Passe feels that the City’s rules are in place for a reason and she wants them to be followed. Mr. Rock Arnoldy, 815 52nd Avenue, drove past the property and sees nothing wrong with granting the variance, because the garage is going to match the house and it will look fine. After a short discussion, Mayor Baumgart closed the public hearing and opened the regular meeting.

Mr. Steve Apfelbacher, Senior Public Finance Advisor with Ehlers and Associates, presented information about how to structure the financing of the 63rd Avenue project which has an estimated total cost of $1,955,593.00. The Council had previously indicated that they would levy taxes, levy assessments, and use $628,553.00 of utility fund revenue to pay for the project. Mr. Apfelbacher presented two options of how to commit the $628,553.00. There was a discussion about the two options listed in Resolution 0942, and which option would have the least impact on the residents. He explained that if given authorization, the next step will be to draft the official statement, submit it to the rating agencies, and plan on taking bids from lending institutions on August 25th. He also recommended that the Council pass Resolution 0943, to enter into a credit enhancement program agreement with the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority.

Unfinished Business included a discussion concerning the special City Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, August 5, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall with members of the Goodview Volunteer Fire Department to discuss the potential purchase of a new ladder truck. Fire Chief Todd Ives answered questions during the discussion, which focused on what information should be brought to the August 5th meeting.
Under New Business; 

a)  Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve the variance request of 1.5 feet in the property line setback requirement of 2 feet for a detached accessory building for the property located at 755 53rd Avenue for the construction of a detached garage. The vote was four to one, with Councilmember Ledebuhr voting nay, and the motion carried. 
b)  Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0940, A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EXEMPTION FROM LAWFUL GAMBLING LICENSE FOR WINONA COUNTY DUCKS UNLIMITED FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2014 AND SEPTEMBER 20, 2014. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c)  Mr. Rick Howden with CEDA presented a timeline of what the next steps will be if the Council passes Resolution 0941, which calls for a public hearing on the question of establishing an Economic Development Authority (EDA) for the City.  Mr. Ron Zeigler with CEDA announced that Mr. Howden will be leaving for other employment and assured the Council that the contract signed with CEDA will be honored and they will continue to move forward with the City’s plan to establish an EDA.

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0941, A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE QUESTION OF ESTABLISHING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) FOR THE CITY OF GOODVIEW, MN. All voted aye and the motion carried.
d)  Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve the $1,385,000 option of RESOLUTION NO. 0942, A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF $2,020,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2014A “OR” $1,385,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2014A.  All voted aye and the motion carried. (NOTE: A revised Resolution 0942 showing the language just for the $1,385,000 amount will be forthcoming from Ehlers and Associates.)

e)  Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0943, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A CREDIT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT WITH THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC FACILITIES AUTHORITY. All voted aye and the motion carried.
f)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the Drainlayers’ license application for Marg Plumbing & Well Repair. All voted aye and the motion carried.

g)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0944, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION. After a brief discussion of current staffing levels of the Police Department, all voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Other; City Administrator Dan Matejka shared that he is no longer able to attend the SEMLM Summer Meeting on Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at the Winona County History Center. He will be attending an election judge training on that evening, instead. None of the Council members were planning to attend.  Mr. Matejka gave an update concerning the property at the foot of 44th Avenue, and will be meeting with the City Attorney to determine what can be done about the neglected, unkempt condition of the property. Mr. Matejka also announced there will be a meeting regarding the possible railroad quiet zone with the SEH engineers on Wednesday July 30, 2014, at 10:00 at City Hall, for a presentation of a draft of their report. Councilmembers Ledebuhr and Andring expressed an interest in attending.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported on work his department has done on the Garvin Brook creek bank.  They removed some of the trees in the riprap area, removed a big tree from the creek, and cut tops off from the stumps. The bank is still washed out but the debris-catching stumps were cut off under the water level. When asked who is responsible for clearing that out, Mr. Volkart said that the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), who gave us grant money to work on reshaping the banks, say it is our responsibility. Getting equipment down there is risky, so it is a watch and see situation. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked when the Board of Appeal training was being held. The City Administrator said he registered each Council member and will send an email to remind them of the date it is being held. 

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:30 p.m.

NOTE: The next REGULAR meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on    Monday, August 11, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.
________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

