City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

August 10, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman 



seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The 



agenda included the minutes of the July 20, 2015 regular City 



Council meeting and the August 5, 2015 special meeting. 

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Community Comment or Input.

There were no Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka reported the City held its first mediation session with the Police Department on August 6, 2015. They met for approximately six hours. Two additional sessions have been scheduled for September 9 and 10, 2015.  The first draft of the 2016 Budget will be on the agenda for the next Council meeting on August 24, 2015. Mr. Matejka also brought attention to the Fire Department meeting minutes for August 4, 2015 and the Goodview EDA meeting minutes from July 1, 2015.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart gave an update on the 63rd Avenue utility and street improvement project.  He said the City Engineer is preparing a punch list of items still yet to be completed before the project can be finalized.  With regards to the Roger Brand annexation project on Harbor Drive, the City is waiting for plans and specs. When they arrive, they will be sent out to three local contractors for quotes.  Police Chief Kent Russell expressed frustration over the situation with trains blocking crossings. His office receives many calls about this and it seems to be getting worse.  As an example, just last week the 54th Avenue crossing was blocked for over an hour.  He pointed out the City does have an ordinance, but it is difficult to enforce. The Chief’s phone calls to his CP Rail contact no longer get answered or returned. He is not sure what else to do about this and asked the Council to draft a letter to send to the CP Rail office. The City Administrator will draft a letter to be signed by the Council.  He will also talk to Senator Amy Klobuchar’s aide to ask for assistance on the matter from the Federal level.
Notices and Communications included a memo from the League of Minnesota Cities announcing that Senator Matt Schmit was selected as a Legislator of Distinction for 2015.

There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; 
a) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0981, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION for Mr. Ryan D. Walski. All voted aye and the motion carried. 

b) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve Amendment #1 to the agreement for Professional Services with SEH for providing professional design & engineering services related to the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) grant awarded to the City. Mr. Matejka explained SEH is asking for $6,600 in addition to the original $60,000 agreement signed in April 2015. Mr. Volkart explained that they ran into some issues on a couple of roads, thus requiring them to do more engineering than initially anticipated. After a short discussion, all voted aye and the motion carried. 

c)  Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve the Mayoral appointment of Mr. Dennis Meyer as a replacement for Mr. Jack Weimerskirch on the City’s Economic Development Authority (EDA) Board. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
Under Other; the Council had a discussion about what would be involved if the City were to agree to fund the City’s EDA through a separate EDA levy allowed by law. The City Administrator explained this levy would be an annual one just like the General Levy the City Council approves each year.  Councilmember Andring asked if there would need to be a public hearing for this and the City Administrator did not think so. Councilmember Alexander asked if they could use LGA money for the EDA. The City Administrator said yes. There was also a short discussion about continuing to use CEDA for another year. For budgeting purposes, the President of CEDA (Mr. Ron Zeigler) told Mr. Matejka that there could be a 3% increase in the membership costs for the organization for 2016.  Mayor Baumgart mentioned he would like to have the City consider increasing CEDA’s monthly hours.  Mr. Matejka said this could be discussed at the next meeting when the first draft of the 2016 budget is presented.
At 5:23 p.m., Senator Matt Schmit gave an overview on the 2015 session, and a preview of what will come in 2016. He said the State economy is doing very well and he believes the State will continue with the Local Government Aid (LGA) program. The Senate Bonding Committee is planning a tour of SE Minnesota on October 27 or 28 of this year to review potential projects to be included in any 2016 Bonding bill.  He indicated the City should be prepared to make a presentation to the committee on the City’s whistle-free zone project.  The Senator said there was not a Bonding bill or a comprehensive Transportation bill passed this session, but if either or both are agreed upon in 2016, he believes there is a good chance of getting funding for the whistle free zone project.  Police Chief Kent Russell mentioned the railroad crossing situation he brought up earlier in the meeting, and asked the Senator for some help on the State level.  The Senator agreed to follow up on this by contacting CP Railroad and reemphasizing the importance of resolving this issue. City Administrator Dan Matejka asked the Senator if the Senate will be pursuing both a Bonding bill and a Transportation bill in 2016, of which he was told yes.  Senator Schmit made a comment that the goal of any possible Transportation bill will be that 40% will go to local roads. The City Administrator asked if that was for all cities or just those with a population over 5,000.  The Senator said this is a point which would need to be negotiated. He went on to say that he supports sharing new revenue with all communities regardless of size. The City Administrator mentioned the new Small Cities Assistance program which came out of the 2015 session.  He indicated the program was originally a two-year $25 million program, but it was cut to only one year and funded only with $12.5 million.  This means the City will get approximately $47,000 total for the next two years, which doesn’t cover much.  He asked what the Senator’s thoughts were on making this a permanent aid to cities of less than 5,000 and funding it at its original level.  The Senator said he fully supports the program.  Councilmember Ledebuhr brought up the old sewer systems needing repair. Senator Schmit agreed the aging infrastructure is recognized as a need, but the Senate has not dealt with a comprehensive approach to funding the repair and replacement of it.  So at this time this cost falls on the local government, which is why LGA is so important.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:00 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, August 24, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

