City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

August 24, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the August 10, 2015 regular City Council meeting and the August, 2015 claims. The claims totaled $766,624.09 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 152,949.74
Revolving Projects Fund

$   19,916.05
2014 Utility Project


$   25,403.06

2013A Gen. Obl. Refund Bonds
$     3,398.75

Water Service Fund


$ 284,996.15
Sewer Service Fund


$ 279,960.34
 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Community Comment or Input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr offered his thanks to Police Chief Kent Russell and his department for how well they handled issues that arose during the Goodview Gallop race. He also thanked Director of Public Works Greg Volkart and his crew for cleaning up the streets for the parade. Councilmember Erdman agreed the streets looked great. She received complaints from her neighbors regarding the fact that people were parking in the areas marked with no parking signs. Chief Russell said the Goodview Activity Group put the signs up and were responsible for overseeing them. They did tow one vehicle from that area. Mayor Baumgart complimented the Goodview Activity Group on a job well done with the Miss Goodview Pageant. The amount of time and dedication that goes into the pageant is impressive and appreciated. He continued by thanking Councilmember Ledebuhr for putting up signs before the Goodview Gallop race and thanked Chief Russell and Mr. Volkart for all their departments did to make things run smoothly during Goodview Days.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka gave an update on the Local Road Improvement Project (LRIP), saying he spoke with SEH and they believe they will start part of the project this fall. Mr. Volkart said they will probably be doing the underground repairs on Service Drive and then possibly do the overlay there. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked how this works with the contract, if they only do part of the job. The City Administrator said he will talk to SEH about the 30-day limit. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked about the two-hour parking signs Fastenal put up in front of their building on Service Drive. Do they need permission to put those up? Police Chief Kent Russell said he was not approached beforehand, but he told the company his department would not be enforcing the restriction because they are not City signs. City Administrator Matejka said he will talk to the City Attorney about the issue. 
Notices and Communications included the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for September, 2015.

Under Unfinished Business; Councilmember Andring asked about the letter City Administrator Dan Matejka was going to draft regarding the trains blocking the crossings for long periods of time. Mr. Matejka said he had three conversations with Senator Klobuchar’s aide, Mr. Chuck Ackman, who was very involved with the Homer train situation. Mr. Ackman said he was told by their Washington D.C. office that they contacted the CP Railroad’s Washington office, who will contact the local people to resolve this situation. Mr. Ackman asked the City to monitor the situation during the next couple of weeks to see if there is any improvement. Mr. Matejka said the Senator is aware of the situation but he still plans to draft a letter. Councilmember Erdman said Mr. Bill Spitzer is working with Mayor Peterson from Winona on keeping the railroad station open in Winona. They have let the personnel go and there is concern the station may be closing as well. Councilmember Erdman will send the City Administrator a copy of what Mr. Spitzer sent to her. 
Under New Business; the City Administrator presented the First Draft of the 2016 General Fund and Debt Service Fund revenue and expenditure budgets. This first draft shows approximately a 4.5% tax levy increase. He reminded Council that the preliminary levy set in September is usually high, knowing it can be decreased when the final levy is set in December.  Mr. Matejka went through major points of the draft, including an increase in the Local Government Aid (LGA) certified amount from the Dept. of Revenue, sale of two pieces of equipment, entering into a new lease of The Bar in September, 2016, salary and benefit adjustments, new computer software hosting agreement with ACS, the addition of a full-time Police Assistant Chief position, and road improvement projects. The Council agreed to begin looking this over to discuss at the next meeting on September 8, 2015.
Councilmember Andring posed a question about sandlot baseball budget and where the money comes from. Mr. Matejka said the City does the payroll for them and they reimburse us. Mr. Andring said it is an exceptional program. Their teams are respected. He asked Mr. Matejka to pass along his positive comments to Mr. Mark Pozanc, the president of the Goodview Sandlot Baseball Association. 
Under Other; there was discussion about possibly funding the City’s EDA with a special levy allowed by State statute.  The City Administrator said the Council may enact the levy, which is based on the City’s total Taxable Market Value, to provide funds for 2016 for the EDA.  The funds would actually be flowed through the City as part of the normal levy process and then passed onto the EDA.  Mr. Matejka estimated this levy could potentially bring in approximately $44,000.  Councilmember Ledebuhr asked what the levy would cost per household.  Mr. Matejka said he would have to figure that out, and report back at the next EDA meeting on September 2, 2015. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported two bids were received for the Roger Brand sewer and water extension on Harbor Drive. The engineer’s estimate was $90,680. The low bid was $99,795 from Dunn Blacktop. The high bid was $114,396.  Mr. Volkart and Mr. Matejka will review the quote and decide if they want to go forward with the project. The project specs called for a completion date of November 20, 2015. The City Administrator also notified the Council of a press release he received pertaining to an Open House the County’s Active Living Committee is having on Thursday, August 27th from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Winona County History Center.  The purpose of the event is for the committee to ask citizens to complete a short visual preference survey of way-finding signs the committee is working on.
Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:55 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

