City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

August 25, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Ledebuhr at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Acting Mayor Dick Ledebuhr, and Councilmembers Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. Mayor Steve Baumgart was absent.

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Administrative Assistant Judy Gottschalk, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        The agenda included the minutes of the August 11, 2014 regular 
City Council meeting and the August, 2014 Claims which totaled $547,387.63 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 144,802.93

Revolving Projects Fund

$   26,642.04

Water Service Fund


$ 333,379.95

Sewer Service Fund


$   42,562.71

Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Mr. Ron Ziegler, President and CEO of CEDA, introduced Mr. Sam Whitehead and Mr. Christopher Dahl.  These two individuals are possible replacements for Mr. Rick Howden who left CEDA for another position.  They are both becoming familiar with the Goodview community and in a couple of weeks one of them will become the City’s contact person.
Acting Mayor Ledebuhr suspended the regular meeting at 5:05 p.m. and opened the public hearing for the purpose to consider an application for a four foot variance in the property line setback requirement of five feet for a detached accessory building for the property located behind the Midwestern Apartments property (parcel #24.041.0034) on Highway 61 for the construction of a detached parking garage. Mr. Mike Ellefson, who is making the request, explained they have completed the Midwestern Apartments and plan to construct a parking garage. He is requesting the variance in order to get the garage as close to the property line as possible in order to have the necessary turning radius to enter and exit the facility. There were no other comments or questions. 
Acting Mayor Ledebuhr closed the public hearing and resumed the regular meeting.

There was no Community Comment or Input.

There were no Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires.
There were no Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff.
There were no Notices or Communications.

There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; 

a)  Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the variance request of four feet in the property line setback requirement of five feet for a detached accessory building for the property located behind the Midwestern Apartments property (parcel #24.041.0034) on Highway 61 for the construction of a detached parking garage. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b)  Mr. Todd Hagen with Ehlers and Associates presented the City with the bond sale report to finance the 63rd Avenue and 5th Street improvement project. He congratulated the City on receiving an upgrade of the Standard & Poor’s General Obligation Credit Rating from “A+ to AA-“, and presented the Acting Mayor and City Council with a certificate of achievement for the upgrade. This upgrade helped with a higher quality bid and lower interest cost on the bond issued.  Also it allowed the City to reduce the principle of the bond $10,000 from $1,385,000 to $1,375,000.  Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve revised RESOLUTION NO. 0947, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE, AWARDING SALE, PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS AND PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF $1,385,000 $1,375,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2014A. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c)  Mr. Dave McKenzie, a Project Manager with SEH Consulting Engineers, gave a power point presentation explaining the preliminary draft of the final report of the Railroad Quiet Zone Report. He offered an overview of the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) rules and guidelines for the implementation of Quiet Zones, including the preapproved Supplementary Safety Measures (SSM’s) that can be added to a railroad crossing to qualify it for a quiet zone. The study included four public crossings in Goodview, one public crossing in Minnesota City, and a private crossing in Minnesota City. Mr. McKenzie reported on SEH’s evaluation of each of the crossings and presented two options to qualify them for a quiet zone. The first option is to do a full SSM project at each crossing, including installing four-quadrant gates at three of the five public crossings.  This option has an estimated cost of slightly more than $1.6 million. The second option, which SEH recommends, uses raised center medians at four of the five public crossings.  This recommended option costs almost $280,000, with about $15,000 of that amount being the responsibility of Minnesota City. After the presentation there was an opportunity for questions and answers. During the discussion, Mr. Philip Halverson with Dakota Supply Group (formally Woodruff Company) located at 4046 West 4th Street, expressed concerns about the recommended changes to the crossing at 41st Avenue.  Specifically how larger trucks entering and exiting the business would handle the proposed curb and median additions.  Mr. McKenzie agreed that this is the most challenging crossing and said there was a possibility that the FRA would approve of using a mountable curb and median with flexible signs. Mr. Halverson said the new owners may want to be involved in future discussions. Acting Mayor Ledebuhr expressed an interest in seeing photographs of the mountable median and flexible signs.  Mr. McKenzie agreed to email them to City Administrator Dan Matejka, who will also share them with Mr. Halverson. Councilmember Alexander asked if the project could be done in phases. Mr. McKenzie said yes, but the phases would need to be paired in such a way that the spacing and risk number averages still meet the requirements for a quiet zone. Councilmember Andring asked who is responsible for the private crossing and he was told it is Minnesota City.  Mr. McKenzie closed by saying that his firm will hold the report open for a couple of weeks. The City needs to decide if they are willing to commit money to pursue the next phase and determine how to finance it. The findings in this report should be good for one to two years, as long as there are no railroad related accidents at any of the crossings. Mr. McKenzie recommended that if the City chooses not to move forward with this project now, to incorporate the findings of this report into the design of any future road work projects, for the possibility of a future quiet zone. 

d)  City Administrator Dan Matejka presented the first draft of the 2015 General Fund and Debt Service Fund revenue and expenditure budgets, using a condensed version. Mr. Matejka said the original budget figures submitted to him needed to be pared down before coming to the Council in order to present a more manageable budget for the Council to consider.  This first draft shows a 15% tax levy increase.  He reminded the Council that the preliminary levy certified, probably at the September 22, 2014 meeting, can be decreased but not increased when the final levy is set in December.  Mr. Matejka went through major points of the draft, including equipment upgrades (i.e.; setting money aside for a future purchase of a ladder truck upgrade, and replacing another squad vehicle), road improvement projects and salary and benefit adjustments including expected changes to the City’s health insurance program offered to its employees.  The Councilmembers agreed they were comfortable with the presented condensed version and they will begin to look it over to discuss at the next meeting on September 8, 2014.
There was no other business.

Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

Adjournment at 6:46 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, September 8, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

