City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

September 21, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring 

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the September 8, 2015 regular City Council meeting and the September, 2015 claims. The claims totaled $277,360.92 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$ 120,262.82

Revolving Projects Fund

$   38,549.10

Water Service Fund


$   36,599.56

Sewer Service Fund


$   81,949.44

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

Under Community Comment or Input; Erik & Jodi Brom, 845 34th Avenue, requested that the City do something about the semi trucks parking in front of their house. Mr. Brom acknowledged it is a truck route and shared that recently there have been trucks parking on their side of 34th Avenue between 8th Street and their yard, creating a view block as they try to get out of their driveway. There have also been complaints from people driving down 8th Street wanting to turn onto 34th Avenue of not being able to see because of a semi truck parked there. City Administrator Dan Matejka clarified this area is a truck route per the City Ordinance. There was a discussion about removing that section from the truck route as well as the possibility of using signage. The City Administrator agreed with Police Chief Kent Russell that since the issue is with parking, the most simple solution would be to put up “no truck parking” signs on the west side of 34th Avenue from 8th Street to Service Drive.  Mr. Brom made it clear that he does not have any complaint about his neighbor, a truck driver, parking his semi truck in front of his residence when he is in town. The City Administrator will check what the State rules are as far as sign placement, and will proceed with steps to put up signage if possible.
Mayor Baumgart suspended the regular meeting at 5:09 p.m. and opened the public hearing to consider issues regarding the renewal of Hiawatha Broadband Communications’ Cable Television Franchise agreement. City Attorney Mr. Brian Grogan, with the law firm of Moss & Barnett, offered a review of the proposed franchise agreement. The City has 15-year franchise agreements with both Hiawatha Broadband Communications and Charter Communications, both of which are up for renewal this year. The cable industry has changed a lot in 15 years, and technology will continue to change rapidly, so this franchise agreement will allow HBC to continue to operate a cable system in Goodview for another 10 years. The franchise fee of 5% from the original agreement will remain the same for the renewal. The local programming fee, which is currently not being used by the City, was left open in case the City Council wants to use it in the future. If the City decides they would like to include local community programming, they will have the option to impose an extra cost per HBC subscriber to help pay for it.  Other items covered in the franchise agreement include; a letter of credit, a bond, enforcement rights to reflect changes in the law, emergency alert requirements, and customer service obligations. Mr. Grogan is confident that all updates are consistent with State and Federal law, and asked the Council to consider awarding this franchise to HBC.  If approved, this agreement will be sent to Charter Communications as a template to work a renewal with them. Mayor Baumgart asked for clarification regarding the security fund and Mr. Grogan explained that it is an enforcement tool. 

The public hearing was closed at 5:17 p.m. and the regular meeting resumed.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr said he received a few phone calls about the peeling away of some blacktop from some of the cement curbs and asked if they would be taken care of before winter sets in. The Director of Public Works said they will be focusing on patching the deeper spots first. Councilmember Erdman said she received a call from someone regarding difficulty in seeing the yellow curb near 3930 6th Street and asked if the curbs can be repainted. The City Administrator said the County doesn’t paint 6th Street any longer, but they gave the City permission to do it. Mr. Matejka said he will talk with the Street Department staff to see when this re-painting can be done. Ms. Erdman also said she continues to get complaints concerning train whistles and trains blocking intersections. Councilmember Alexander shared that he represented the City of Goodview at the recent christening of the airport renovations held this past weekend.
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported that the Local Roads Improvement Project will begin on September 28, 2015 in the 68th Avenue and Frank Street area.
Notices and Communication included;
a) The Maintenance Department on-call schedule for October, 2015.
b) A letter from Senator Matt Schmit dated September 5, 2015 concerning his most recent visit to Goodview.  The City Administrator mentioned that the Senate Bonding Finance Committee will be in the area in late October reviewing proposed bonding projects for 2016.  This will be our opportunity to pitch our Whistle Free/Quiet Zone railroad project to the Senate.  Mr. Matejka also shared that Representative Steve Drazkowski said this won’t happen on the House side until March 2016.
There was no Unfinished Business.

Under New Business; 

a) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the renewed Cable Franchise Agreement between the City and Hiawatha Broadband Communications, Inc. There was a discussion about a desk review the City requested of HBC where they were required to go back three years to make sure the franchise fee revenue calculations were done correctly. It turned out there were some errors in the calculations.  The City Administrator negotiated a $21,000 payment from HBC for these errors. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b) Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0983, A RESOLUTION ACTING AS EXHIBIT E FOR GRANT AGREEMENT TO STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND FOR THE LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROJECT.  (NOTE:  This replaces Resolution No. 0980 approved on August 5, 2015.)  The City Administrator explained that the last sentence of 4th paragraph of Resolution No. 0980 should read City, instead of County, and this change has been made in Resolution No. 0983. All voted aye and the motion carried.
c) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0984, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED TRANSFER OF THE CABLE FRANCHISE CURRENTLY HELD BY CC VIII OPERATING, LLC D/B/A CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS. 

City Attorney Mr. Brian Grogan explained that Time Warner may sell to Charter 
Communications depending on a federal review of the transaction. If approved,
this would create a “New Charter”.  Because the City has a franchise agreement
with the “Original Charter”, the City needs to approve the potential sale so that
the franchise agreement stays in-tact through the sale.  Mr. Grogan recommended
the City approves this transaction.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
d) Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the REVISED 2015 Committee Assignments & Council Liaisons as presented in the Council packet with one exception being the Garvin Brook Water Shed should not be crossed off.  The City just needs to find a replacement for Councilmember Alexander on that particular Board. All voted aye and the motion carried.

e) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve Beer, Liquor, and Club license applications as presented in the Council packets. All voted aye and the motion carried.
f) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve DRAFT #2 of the 2016 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. The City Administrator noted a change under Public Safety explaining that the City has a tentative proposed agreement with the Police Department.  The Union will be meeting on September 22, 2015 to review and vote on the proposed contract.  If approved, the proposed contract will be on the agenda for the Council to consider at the next meeting on October 5, 2015.  There are two new items in the proposed contract with economic implications to the 2016 budget.  Mr. Matejka reviewed these two items pointing out to the Council he is estimating them to cost approximately $9,900 in 2016.  Thus changing the first draft of the budget by that amount.  These changes increase the estimated tax levy from 4.477% in Draft #1 to just slightly more than 5.1% in Draft #2. There were no questions or comments regarding DRAFT #2 of the proposed budgets. All voted aye and the motion carried.

g) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to designate the December 7, 2015 meeting as the Truth-in-Taxation meeting to allow public comments on both the proposed budget for 2016 and the proposed property tax levy for taxes payable 2016. This meeting will take place at Goodview City Hall and will start at 6:00 p.m. All voted aye and the motion carried.
h) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0985, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR TAXES PAYABLE 2016, AND ADOPTING A PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2016. All voted aye and the motion carried.

i) Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0986, A RESOLUTION GRANTING CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS A FRANCHISE EXTENSION THROUGH MARCH 31, 2016. City Attorney Mr. Brian Grogan explained that the City needs to get a new franchise agreement completed with Charter Communications and this Resolution gives them six more months to get it done. This Resolution will not affect the City from a franchise fee revenue standpoint.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Other business. 

Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:52 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, October 5, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
