City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

September 22, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the September 8, 2014 regular City Council meeting and the September, 2014 Claims. The claims totaled $1,447,070.29 for the following operating funds:

General Fund



$1,344,282.29

Revolving Projects Fund

$            80.16

Water Service Fund


$     27,881.04

Sewer Service Fund


$     74,826.80

 All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no Community Comments or Input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Mayor Steve Baumgart said he received a text from Mr. Brett Girtler, 8250 Sixth Place, complaining that the property at 8205 6th Street is an eyesore. City Administrator Dan Matejka said he drove by the property this morning and will send a letter to the property owner stating the property is in violation of the public nuisance ordinance. Councilmember Sandy Erdman asked about the property at 17991 Martina Road, which appears to be neglected. Mr. Matejka said he has been in communication with the owner about this situation numerous times. 
There were no Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff.
Under Notices and Communication; City Administrator Dan Matejka noted the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for October, 2014, and shared a letter from HBC dated September 17, 2014
Under Unfinished Business; 

a)  In order to continue the discussion on the Board of Appeals process for 2015, the City Administrator needs to have a conversation with Mr. Steve Hacken, the County Assessor, to get a few questions answered about the process. This item will be moved to the October 6, 2014, regular City Council meeting agenda. 
b)  Mayor Baumgart said he needs to have conversations with the community members he is considering appointing to serve on the City’s Economic Development Authority Board. He intends to have the three community members confirmed by the October 6, 2014, regular City Council meeting. 
Under New Business; 
a)  Mr. Doug Hinrichs, President of the Goodview Volunteer Fire Department Relief Board, presented information on the Fire Department’s pension plan account. For the past 15 or so years, Wells Fargo has been the brokerage firm for the Relief account. However, this year Wells Fargo refused to sign the necessary paperwork and now the Relief Board needs to move the pension plan account to another broker.  Mr. Hinrichs said they would like to move the account to the State Board of Investment (SBI) and have it administrated by PERA. This account is held by the State of Minnesota and they believe it is the most logical and cost effective choice. The switch to PERA would occur on January 1, 2015, and if approved, the funds will need to be transferred by November 1, 2014. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked if the account would be insured and Mr. Hinrichs said he will find out. The SBI account has set levels of compensation to choose from which the Council will need to approve before the fund can actually start at PERA.  Whatever the initial funding level is, the City will be locked into that amount for the first five years with the plan. There was a discussion about the different levels of compensation and which would be best, considering it will be locked for five years. Mr. Hinrichs requested the Council consider an increase of compensation from $1,400 to $2,000 per year of service. History-wise the current compensation level was approved by the Goodview City Council in July of 2006, effective January 1, 2007.  Mr. Hinrichs believes if they are locked for another five years at the same rate, it will not keep up with the rate of inflation. After further discussion, Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the move to PERA, pending finding out if the money is insured. If the money is not insured, there will be a special meeting to discuss another possible location for the Relief account. All voted aye and the motion carried.
b)  City Administrator Dan Matejka reviewed DRAFT #2 of the 2015 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets and there was a brief discussion about the changes that were made since the first draft was presented. Councilmember Alexander said he would like to see the City Council included in the wage increases. He wants to stay in step with inflation rates and make serving on the City Council more attractive to future Council members.  The City Administrator said there is a State Statute that dictates when a change in Council compensation can be done, and there needs to be a vote each time it occurs. Mr. Matejka said he will report back on the statute at the next Council meeting.
c) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0949, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR TAXES PAYABLE 2015 AND ADOPTING A PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2015. The motion passed 4 to 1, with Councilmember Ledebuhr voting nay.
d) City Administrator Dan Matejka led a discussion on the assessment hearing on proposed assessments for the 2014 Utility and Street Improvements, 63rd Avenue & 5th Street project. Mr. Matejka said we need to give two weeks notice, by mail and newspaper publication, before the hearing. The City Council was unable to set the meeting date because the Resolution was not ready. Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to hold a special meeting on Friday, September 26, 2014, at 8:00 a.m., to set the assessment hearing date. All voted aye and the motion carried.
 e) Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the beer, liquor, and wine license applications as presented in the handout. All voted aye and the motion carried.
There was no other business. 
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:05 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

