City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

September 4, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Weimerskirch at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor J.P. Weimerskirch, Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Steve Baumgart, and Sandy Erdman were present.  Councilmember Mike Alexander arrived a few minutes late. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Administrative Assistant Judy Gottschalk, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Baumgart 




seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  The 




agenda included the minutes of the August 20, 2012 regular City 




Council meeting.  

All voted aye and the motion carried.

There was no community comment or input.

Under Council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Baumgart expressed thanks to the City Administrator for his work on the two drafts of the 2013 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. Councilmember Erdman shared that Police Chief Kent Russell set up a meeting with her and Mr. Mike Savat of Acuity Brands Lighting, Inc. regarding the parking issue and was told some of the problems should be resolved next month. 
Mayor Weimerskirch welcomed Winona County District 3 Commissioner candidate Mr. Steve Jacob to the council meeting. Mr. Jacob introduced himself to the Council.  He expressed an interest in the issues and struggles facing the City of Goodview, and offered to be available for questions at any time. 

At 5:05 p.m., Mayor Weimerskirch closed the regular city council meeting and opened the Public Hearing for the purpose to consider an application for a 16 foot variance in the front yard setback requirement for the property located at 6265 West 5th Street for the construction of additional production space. Mr. Dan Douglas explained the background and reason for his request is to add on to his business. The City Administrator said there have been no community comments by mail, email, or phone. Mr. Eugene Mueller, 6245 West 5th Street, is opposed to the variance and shared his concern about potential parking problems and fears his property will be negatively affected. Mr. Douglas assured him there is ample parking around the back of his building. Mayor Weimerskirch encouraged them to be good neighbors and Councilmember Baumgart expressed his belief that this can be worked out amicably. Councilmember Baumgart moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded the approval of the variance request. All voted aye and the motion carried.
At 5:20 p.m., Mayor Weimerskirch closed the Public Hearing and re-opened the regular city council meeting.
City Administrator, Dan Matejka began the reports of officers, committees, and staff by sharing the City of Goodview closed on the purchase of the old Federal Express building at 4215 West 4th Street on Friday, August 31, 2012. He also reported that Mr. Tom Overland has decided not to renew his liquor license for The Bar located at 4054 West 6th Street.  Mr. Overland will be vacating the building on September 30, 2012. The City of Goodview will now be searching for a new lessee. There was discussion about the City doing some minor repairs and cleaning of the building before a new tenant takes over. Mr. Matejka however did say the City doesn’t want to do too much, as the new lessee should have some input on what they want to do with the building. Police Chief Kent Russell informed the Council Nicole Norman has been hired to fill the new 3/4-time Police Officer position the Council approved in July. The Chief praised Officer Norman for her efforts with the Shop with a Cop program while she was on staff as a part-time officer. Mayor Weimerskirch offered Officer Norman his congratulations.

Notices and Communications included the Maintenance Department on-call schedule for September, 2012.  City Administrator, Dan Matejka shared a letter from the Minnesota Association of Small Cities, who supports small cities under 5,000 population, which would include the City of Goodview. They send this letter each year and it is noted as another association option.
There was no unfinished business.

Under New Business; Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the designation of December 3, 2012 as the Truth-in-Taxation meeting date, which allows public comments on the proposed budget for 2013 and the corresponding levy. This meeting will take place at Goodview City Hall and will start at 6:00 p.m. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to approve the request for the Lighted Holiday Parade to be held on Saturday, December 1, 2012. It will be the same route as last year going along 6th Street from 41st Avenue to 44th Avenue, and then down 44th Avenue to the Elks Lodge. Police Chief Russell said he is fine with the plan. All voted aye and the motion carried.
City Administrator, Dan Matejka presented Draft #2 and Draft #3 of the 2013 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets.  To get to the Council’s initial desire of a zero-percent tax rate increase, the first draft of the budget presented on August 20, 2012 needed to be reduced $31,700. However, since that time there have been three additional expenditure items to be accounted for increasing this figure to $32,980. The City Administrator reminded the Council formal approval of the proposed budget will not take place tonight, but at the next meeting on September 17, 2012. The information presented tonight will help the Council establish a maximum levy figure. This figure can be adjusted downward, but not upward, between September 17 and December 17, when the actual final levy is approved. Mayor Weimerskirch reiterated his desire for a zero-percent tax rate increase, and recommended instead of micro-managing each account at this time, to increase the amount of funds used from the Un-Reserved Fund Balance to meet this goal.    This would not cause the city to fall below the recommended amount for a reserve fund. It was decided the City Administrator will provide Draft #4 of the budget at the September 17 council meeting. This draft will include an estimated tax levy figure which will be higher than the $1,330,039 needed for a zero-percent tax rate increase, but will allow the City to protect itself against unforeseen fluctuations in the proposed budget (i.e.; having a higher than expected increase in insurance premiums, etc.).  The City Administrator was also asked to include costs for an increase of administrative staff time for the Police Department.  The Council also agreed to recognize 100% of the certified Local Government Aid (LGA) amount in Draft #4.
The City Administrator introduced an addendum, Resolution No. 0896, a Resolution authorizing execution of a continuation of a Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Goodview, MN and the State of MN, acting through its Commissioner of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. Police Chief Kent Russell explained it is a continuation of their Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) program, a valued service to Winona County and surrounding counties. The goal is to protect children and comes at no cost to the City of Goodview. Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve Resolution No. 0896. All voted aye and the motion carried. 
Under Other; Councilmember Ledebuhr questioned the possibility of any staff retiring in 2013 and how that will affect the proposed budget. The City Administrator said he has spoken to his staff and has been assured nobody is planning to retire in 2013.

Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Baumgart seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:56 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, September 17, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator
