City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

September 8, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. Councilmember Sandy Erdman was absent.

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the August 25, 2014 regular City Council meeting. All voted aye and the motion carried.

There were no Community Comments or Input.

Under Council Concerns, Complaints, or Inquires; Councilmember Andring asked about the water line insurance letters that people have been receiving from HomeServe, a company based in Connecticut. City Administrator Dan Matejka said there have been a number of residents asking about it and we are explaining that it is a solicitation letter. Mayor Baumgart said he received a phone call from Mr. Gene Lemmer (1322 Grandview Court) in Woodhaven, about the retaining wall at the base of their property which parallels a driveway used by multiple other properties in the neighborhood.  The City Administrator and Director of Public Works Greg Volkart took a look at it, spoke with the neighbors, and determined because it is a private driveway it is a civil matter between the neighbors and the Lemmers.
Senator Matt Schmit presented a Legislative Report of the 2014 session. He reviewed what has been happening in St. Paul during the last two years, offered a preview of the upcoming legislative session, was available for questions and answers, and asked for feedback from the Council.  He said Minnesota is doing well and has balanced the budget for the first time in ten years. He believes that more revenue needs to go to roads and bridges in Minnesota, and expects the next legislature to give a lot of attention to transportation funding. Mayor Baumgart inquired about LGA. The Senator acknowledged that when the State had a budget deficit, local government aid took a hit. Now that there is a surplus, they are looking for a balanced distribution of those funds. Councilmember Ledebuhr said our streets need updating and the City’s sewer and water infrastructure needs attention, as well. He asked how the State decides where to give money. Senator Schmit said the State tries to make an effort to balance it out geographically.  The City Administrator mentioned several items needing attention. (1) He gave a brief whistle free zone update and asked for the Senator’s support in funding it. (2) The Local Roads Improvement Program – the City will be completing a grant application for this and would like the State’s financial support. (3) With regards to the 5,000 population figure threshold to be eligible to receive state aid, Mr. Matejka asked if there was a possibility of lowering the number, now that the State has a surplus available. Goodview’s population is approximately 4,100, and because of the threshold we are a non-State aid City, thus there is no financial aid available. Mr. Matejka asked the Senator to open up a conversation about reducing the population minimum so smaller communities can access those funds. Senator Schmit said there will be a conversation about it in 2015. (4) With regards to the surplus in 2015, Mr. Matejka encouraged the State not to spend it all. The reserves will be needed the next time there is a deficit, and the Legislature should consider establishing a strong reserve fund just like the City has done over the last eight years. The Senator agreed. 
Under Reports of Officers, Committees, or Staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka reported on the Draft Comprehensive Plan for Winona County, which is available to the public and will be put on display in the lobby of City Hall. Public Works Director Greg Volkart said the 63rd Avenue project is going well.  Police Chief Kent Russell reported on various items, including; (1) Goodview Days went well and GAG President Mr. Craig Mueller was a pleasure to work with. (2) The LETG software is now able to be used on all of the laptops. The system is working well and the County’s IT department has made themselves available for any issues that arise. (3) Officer Nicole Norman submitted a request to Target for a grant for the Shop With A Cop event and was told Target is no longer giving any grant money because of the economy. The Police Department will continue looking for other ways to raise the $1,000 needed to continue this program. (4) Bus Safety classes began at Goodview and Rollingstone Schools. Also, the State has put new policies in place regarding anti-bullying education and the Police Department will be offering these classes to Goodview and Rollingstone in October. (5) With regards to the flag burning incidents, Winona had approximately eighteen reports of flag burning and Goodview had one. There have been no incidents reported since the publication of a photo in the newspaper. City Administrator Dan Matejka noted the Goodview Fire Department meeting minutes from September 2, 2014 and the Building Permit reports for July and August, 2014.

There were no Notices or Communications. 

Under Unfinished Business; 
a)  The 2015 General Fund and Debt Service Fund revenue and expenditure budgets were discussed. City Administrator Dan Matejka gave examples of what a 15% tax increase would look like for a variety of home values. During a discussion about determining tax rates, the City Administrator suggested going with the 15% preliminary tax levy, with the full intention of reducing the percentage significantly by December when the final levy is approved.  He reminded the Council they will need to approve a preliminary levy at the next meeting on September 22, 2014. Councilmember Alexander asked if the proposed 15% tax levy increase would cover everything presented in the budget’s projected expenditures for 2015 presented at the last Council meeting, of which he was told yes. It was noted that this would be the first tax increase in four years.
b) Councilmember Alexander began the discussion concerning the preliminary draft of the final report of the Railroad Quiet Zone Report by asking how many residents have complained about the train whistles. Councilmember Ledebuhr said there have been complaints for as many years as he has served on the Council. The Director of Public Works said many people complain about the train whistles when they come into City Hall for various reasons. Councilmember Alexander is concerned about how this will affect the Dakota Supply Group (formerly Woodruff Company). There was a lengthy discussion about the drive-over median and curbing. Mr. Volkart suggested eliminating the curb on the east side of 41st Avenue and keep the drive-over median. He believes the semi trucks would be able to work with that. The City Administrator agreed to talk with Mr. Dave McKenzie, Project Manager with SEH Engineering, to ask them to revise the final report to reflect these suggestions. 
Under New Business; 
a) Councilmember Andring attended the Board of Appeals training and shared that Winona County will no longer offer the training. Future trainings will need to be completed online. He shared that the City Council can choose not to have a Board of Appeal and Equalization, letting the County handle all appeals. He said many small communities are choosing to avoid the step at the City level because 75% of the people that go before the Council or Township Boards end up going before the County also. There was a discussion about whether the Council wants to have representation or let the County take care of it.  The City Administrator informed the Council that if they want to once again hold the Board of Appeals meeting in April 2015, they will need to pass a Resolution prior to December 1, 2014, requesting it back. 
b) Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to designate the December 1, 2014 City Council meeting as the Truth-in-Taxation meeting to allow public comments on the proposed 2015 budget. This meeting will take place at Goodview City Hall and will start at 6:00 p.m. All voted aye and the motion carried.  
c) Director of Public Works Greg Volkart explained that the Wellhead Protection Plan Amendment Part 1 is required by the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) for the Safe Drinking Water Act.  He informed the MDH nothing had changed since the last report in 2003.  The MDH agreed to let the City of Goodview go for another ten years. Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve the City of Goodview Wellhead Protection Plan Amendment Part 1. All voted aye and the motion carried.
d) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Alexander seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0948, A PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION RESOLUTION. All voted aye and the motion carried.
e) Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Ledebuhr seconded to approve a permit for Trisha Pierce at 4735 West 5th Street to have three dogs. All voted aye and the motion carried.
f) Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve the Agreement for Professional Services with SEH Engineering for providing professional services in connection with project financing for the Local Roads Improvements Program (LRIP) for the projects listed in said agreement. During discussion it was explained that if the City is successful in getting the grant funds, SEH would like for us to use them as the engineers on those projects. Councilmember Ledebuhr asked what the “full reimbursement fee” would be and asked if they could give us an estimate. City Administrator Dan Matejka said he would ask SEH for a fee estimate and report back to the Council.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
Under Other; Councilmember Alexander invited everyone to the 3rd Street Block Party on Friday, September 12th from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. All are invited to the celebration commemorating one year after the fire and the owners want to show their gratitude to all the emergency personnel who helped save the building.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 6:30 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, September 22, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall. 

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

