City of Goodview

City Council Minutes

September 9, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Baumgart at 5:00 p.m.

Upon Roll Call:
Mayor Steve Baumgart, and Councilmembers Dick Ledebuhr, Sandy Erdman, Mike Alexander, and Charlie Andring were present. 

City Staff Present: City Administrator Dan Matejka, Director of Public Works Greg Volkart, Police Chief Kent Russell, Fire Chief Todd Ives, and Receptionist-Secretary Lori Eschweiler.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Consent Agenda:        Councilmember Andring moved and Councilmember Alexander

seconded the Consent Agenda be approved as presented. The agenda included the minutes of the August 26, 2013 regular City Council meeting. 

 All voted aye and the motion carried.
There was no community comment or input.
Under council concerns, complaints, or inquires; Councilmember Ledebuhr passed along a request to have the City trim the cottonwood tree on the corner of Woodland Avenue and Parkview Road, because it blocks the view when turning the corner. Director of Public Works Greg Volkart said he will see if it is on City property, and if so, will have it trimmed.  Mr. Ledebuhr also expressed his support of the services offered by Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  He believes they would be able to help bring businesses to the City, and possibly help keep businesses here. City Administrator Dan Matejka said St. Charles Mayor Bill Spitzer, has high praise for the work CEDA has done for their city.  Mr. Matejka said he believes CEDA to have a good track record helping many other cities and municipalities in SE Minnesota.  He pointed out that according to CEDA’s fee schedule, the cost for one day, every-other-week, is approximately $11,100.  Mr. Matejka said if the Council agrees this is a worthwhile option, at the next Council meeting, the City could put together a list of possible tasks they would like CEDA to address and have them back to discuss the list further. Councilmember Erdman voiced her support of using CEDA. She has been involved with many organizations through the years who have worked to bring businesses to Goodview. Goodview is growing and this is a good time to bring CEDA on board. Mayor Baumgart said he spoke with Winona Daily News reporter Tesla Rodriguez for an upcoming article about the City’s proposed 2014 budget. 
Under reports of officers, committees, or staff; City Administrator Dan Matejka asked the Council if they would like to talk with CEDA during the next meeting on September 23 to discuss the Council’s desire to possibly work with them. Everyone agreed this would be a good idea.  Councilmember Alexander requested that if the City does choose to work with CEDA, all expectations need to be in writing.  Meaning goals are clear, measureable, and quantitative, so the City can assess if they have been met.  The City Administrator said he will include this as a discussion item on the next agenda. Fire Chief Todd Ives wanted to make sure the Council was aware there was nothing in the 2014 budget to replace the City’s 33-year old ladder truck.  He pointed out the truck is not going to last forever and it will probably need to be replaced in the next year or two. He added the City of Winona Fire Department may not always be able to make their ladder truck available if needed in Goodview. City Administrator Dan Matejka confirmed this is not in the 2014 budget, and that the City is well aware of the department’s desire for a newer ladder truck.  A discussion followed about certification, results from inspections, how much the City has spent on repairs on this truck over the last few years, how often the truck is used, and the potential costs of replacement.  Chief Ives said the truck goes out to every fire.  He went on to say his department was last quoted $625,000 for a new 75’ rear mount ladder truck.  He said this amount could be reduced with prepayment.  He pointed out Winona has a 105’ ladder truck, but we can’t fit a truck that big into our building. Mr. Matejka said he has had some preliminary discussion about financing options for a new or used truck with a financing company.  Councilmember Ledebuhr asked when the fire truck purchased in 2007 will be paid off, of which he was told March of 2017.  Police Chief Kent Russell reported they continue to move forward with LETG implementation as administrative training begins this week. Also, tomorrow the Police Department will present school bus safety information to Goodview School. Councilmember Erdman asked the Chief if there have been any new safety plans put in place at the school, of which Chief Russell mentioned that the school district would like to implement access codes in all the schools, but at this time they do not have the financial means to do so.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart reported the WE Valley overlays have begun and the blacktop should be done by the end of the week. With regards to the water tower leak, it was a quarter-size hole in one of the pipes that runs from the ground to the top of the tower. It was repaired and we were back in service within 4 hours.  Mr. Matejka noted the Goodview Fire Department meeting minutes from 9-3-2013

Under notices and communications; the City Administrator shared an announcement concerning a visit from Minnesota Commissioner of Health Dr. Ed Ehlinger, on Thursday, September 12, 2013.  He indicated he plans to attend the event.
Under unfinished business; Councilmember Mike Alexander had a question about the two building apartment complex across from Goodview School. Mr. Matejka reminded the Council the previous owner passed away, and the property was sold. The new owners are making repairs, starting with the east building.
Under new business; Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to designate the December 2, 2013 City Council meeting as the Truth-in-Taxation meeting, which will allow public comments on the proposed 2014 budget and levy. This meeting will take place at Goodview City Hall and will start at 6:00 p.m. All voted aye and the motion carried.
City Administrator Dan Matejka gave an overview of the changes made from the first draft to the second draft of the 2014 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. He pointed out the major increase to the General Fund expenditure budget is due to the three-year agreement with Winona County for the LETG equipment.  This was an increase of $10,200.  Other minor changes included; an increase in the regular PERA rate as of July 1, 2014, an estimate of the County Assessor’s bill, the amount budgeted for lease payments for a new squad car for the Police Department, and the use of other financing options for computer upgrades at City Hall and the purchasing of wood chips for a couple of City parks.  Mr. Matejka summarized that draft #2 does not decrease the tax levy and tax rate as much as the first draft, but it still proposes to decrease both figures from 2013. 
Councilmember Alexander moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve draft #2 of the 2014 General Fund and Debt Service Fund Revenue and Expenditure budgets. All voted aye and the motion carried.
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0922, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR TAXES PAYABLE 2014 AND ADOPTING A PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2014. This resolution proposes to levy approximately $110,000 more than is stated in Draft #2.  Mr. Matejka explained in detail the rational behind the increased proposed levy, and reminded the Council they cannot increase the preliminary levy from September to December, but they can decrease it.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
Councilmember Ledebuhr moved and Councilmember Erdman seconded to approve RESOLUTION NO. 0923, A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF GOODVIEW AND THE TOWNSHIP OF ROLLINGSTONE AS TO THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY. This resolution brings three properties into the City that has requested annexation.  Director of Public Works Greg Volkart clarified boundary details included in this resolution.  All voted aye and the motion carried, with Councilmember Alexander abstaining.
Under other; Councilmember Ledebuhr asked what is happening with the 63rd Avenue project. The Director of Public Works reported the City Engineer is currently doing field work and developing the plans and specs. The city will submit an invitation for bids probably in March of 2014.
Councilmember Andring inquired about a couple of small water and sewer projects taking place in the City.  Concerning the property near Lake Goodview, Mr. Volkart said the sewer is in and the City is waiting for bids on getting water service to the property. Regarding the property on Parkview Road, who already has service, Councilmember Andring asked what sort of assessments will be charged to the property.  The City Administrator said the City has computed what the charge will be, and will discuss the cost with the property owner in the near future.  Councilmember Andring asked when did the property get connected to City services, of which he was told approximately three weeks ago.
Councilmember Erdman moved and Councilmember Andring seconded to adjourn.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment at 5:51 p.m.

NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Goodview City Council will be on Monday, September 23, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. at Goodview City Hall.

________________________________

                          Mayor

_______________________________

City Administrator

